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come under the classification of 

opens, shorts, crosses or ground. 
Open cable pairs are usually definitely 
open and seldom do we find high re- 
sistance connections within the cable 
such as are common on open wire cir- 
cuits where corroded joints, test con- 
nections, etc., are exposed to the ele- 
ments. The purpose of this installment 
is to show how to detect and eliminate 
insulation failures in the telephone 
plant, especially the cables, before the 
faults progress to a point where serv- 
ice interruptions occur. 

Resistance of the fault must be con- 
sidered in all short, cross or ground 
trouble and generally the greater the 
resistance of the fault the more diffi- 
cult it becomes to make accurate loca- 
tion measurements. It is, therefore, 
wise to carefully diagnose the trouble 
by using a voltmeter (preferably 100,- 
000 ohms) and, or, an ohmmeter to 
determine whether the fault is a short, 
cross, ground or a combination of all 
of them, and its approximate resist- 
ance before deciding on what instru- 
ment and method of location is to be 
used. 


N EARLY all telephone cable faults 


If, after taking into consideration the 
resistance of the cable pair or pairs, 
the resistance of the fault appears to 
be zero or reasonably low, the use of 
a toner, together with an exploring 
coil and ‘recéiver, will usually be the 
most economical and quick method of 
locating the trouble. For locating mois- 
ture faults when the resistance is with- 
in reasonable limits and a clear wire 
is available, the Wheatstone bridge will 
perform the job efficiently when in com- 
petent hands. 

The “Megger” insulation tester is 
ideally suited for testing and sometimes 
for clearing extremely high resistance 
faults, such as when just enough mois- 
ture has penetrated the lead sheath and 
insulation to cause cross-talk between 
two or more circuits, or where the 
cable was wet but dried out to a point 
where the ordinary instruments will 
hot give an indication of trouble. Quite 
often cross-talk, due to moisture, af- 
fects only a few pairs in a cable and 
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The author discusses the use of the 


"Megger” insulation tester and its application in the clear- 
ing of difficult-to-locate cable trouble. Included are such 
troubles as slight moisture which causes low insulation and 


which, if not cleared promptly, will cause cable interruptions 
and perhaps expensive repairs. Testing for special troubles 
such as moisture on face plates of cable terminals explained. 


by comparing the “Megger”’ reading of 
insulation resistance of the suspected 
pairs with those of the same length in 
the same cable, it can be proved defi- 
nitely whether or not a moisture fault 
exists. 


For example, a “Megger” reading 
between two of the pairs or one or 
more pairs to ground may be .5 meg- 


ohms or less while other pairs in the 
same cable will show a reading of in- 
finity, a definite indication of trouble. 

It should be remembered that any 
cable of considerable length will show 
a “Megger” reading between the pairs 
and from pairs to ground due to length 
alone, rather than local conditions. It 
is, therefore, hard to specify values of 
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INSULATION RESISTANCE TESTS 











FIG. 1 





insulation resistance for any and all 
cables that will prove whether or not 
moisture conditions exist. Each indi- 
vidual case analyzed by comparison be- 
tween suspected and good pairs usually 
gives definitely required information 
when testing for trouble. Sometimes 
while applying “Megger’ voltage to 
pairs that are affected by moisture, the 
insulation will break down at the fault. 
This: will be indicated by the ““Megger” 
pointer swinging abruptly toward the 
low end of the scale. Many such faults 
may be located by the conventional 
Wheatstone Bridge method. 


Cross-talk between cable pairs may 
be the first indication of a serious 
cable failure in the making and should 
never be ignored, even if sectionalizing 
the’ cable becomes necessary for mak- 
ing tests. This type of trouble should 
be run down and cleared immediately 
for several reasons. First, and most 
important, because it avoids costly 
service interruption. Second, the loca- 
tion and clearing of the fault may be 
done in a leisurely manner when not 
under pressure from subscribers whose 
telephones are out of service. Third, a 
cross-talk moisture fault usually re- 
quires the drying of the insulation and 
the placing of a lead sleeve to make a 
permanent repair, while a real case of 
wet cable often extends so far beyond 
the sheath rupture that a length of 
cable must be replaced involving high 
expense in labor and material for mak- 
ing the repair permanent. 

Low insulation resistance readings 
of a certain count in a cable are a sure 
indication that either a branch cable 
containing that count, the cable stub, 
or terminal are at fault. This trouble 
should be located and cleared. Because 
of the length of time required for some 
splicing operations, and where it is im- 
practical and sometimes impossible to 
place a lead sleeve for several days, 
moisture may be absorbed by the dry 
paper insulation. Even though every 


effort is made to remove the moisture 
paraffin or 


with a desiccant before 
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FIG. 2 


placing a permanent sleeve over the 
opening, some moisture may and often 
remain. Insulation tests made 
with a “Megger” instrument will indi- 
cate when it is safe to place the lead 
sleeve. 

The instrument is 
useful in testing and clearing low in- 
sulation resistance conditions between 
terminal studs caused by moisture that 
has collected on the surface of the ter- 
minal face plate. To clear some termi- 
nal moisture trouble it may be neces- 
sary to remove the lugs from the face 
plate, dry the lugs and plate, and apply 
a good coating of insulating material 
before reassembling the unit. A final 
“Megger” test will prove whether or 


does 


“Megger” also 





not the fault has been cleared satisfac- 
torily. 

Preventive maintenance applied to 
the entire telephone plant will be found 
profitable, but it is especially true of 
the outside cable, both aerial and un- 
derground, because this type of plant 
is continually exposed to the elements. 
Find the cause of possible trouble and 
should be 
the motto of every telephone plant man. 


clear it before it happens 

Fig. 1 shows how “Megger” insula- 
tion tests, most of them made during 
rainy weather, and an occasional one 
when it is fair, with the readings prop- 
erly recorded, provide the information 
that will indicate where moisture faults 

(Please turn to page 24) 








LEFT. DIAGRAM: External connections for testing insulation resistance with the "'Bridge-Meg"’ or Varley Loop ‘'Bridge-Meg"’ resistance tester. The 


change-over switch C is set at '"MEG.'* M=insulation resistance or ‘'Megger"’ scale. 





Bridge measurements of ductor resist 
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RIGHT DIAGRAM: External connections for making Wheatstone 
with the ""Bridge-Meg"’ or Varley Loop ‘'Bridge-Meg'’ resistance testers. 
C is set at ‘'Bridge."* R=resistance dials. 


The change-over switch 


D=ratio dial. 
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URING the past fortnight the 
D Washington scene continued to 

produce enough news to hold its 
own, if not overshadow, the amazing 
war developments on the European and 
Pacific battle fronts. Outstanding, of 
course, was the congressional revival of 
that super-duper political thriller “The 
Wallace-Jones Feud” or “Cowboy Jesse 
Rides Again.” 

By the same token, these major bon- 
fires on Capitol Hill have served to de- 
tract public attention from a number 
of little sideshows which are, neverthe- 
less, of outstanding importance to spe- 
cial interests, such as the telephone 
industry. There follows a list of four 
developments within the past fortnight 
which might be placed in this category: 


(1) Introduction of the Poage Bill 
(H. R. 1665) to put proposed rural tele- 
phone financing under the control of 
the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion (REA). 

(2) Prospect of congressional prog- 
ress on rural telephone bills in the light 
of pending REA matters. 

(3) The exemption by the Army of 
all communication industries from con- 
tract renegotiation. 


(4) Progress and work of the special 
national telephone panel of the War 
Labor Board (WLB). 


The foregoing items are listed ap- 
proximately in what this writer regards 
as the “order of importance,” although 
that is, necessarily, a matter of opin- 
ion. But let us take up these items out 
of order, in the interest of brevity, be- 
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THE NATION'S 
.. ~ CAPITAL 


Developments in Washington affecting the telephone in- 


dustry listed. . . . Poage rural telephone bill outlined and 


comparison to Hill Bill given. . . . Legislative status of rural 
telephone and REA bills discussed by Mr. Welch. 


cause there is not much to say about 
the last two except to recite what has 
actually happened. 


* * * 


Taking up item No. 3, therefore, the 
War Department, last week, adopted its 
so-called “renegotiation regulation No. 
842.4,” which exempts the entire com- 
munications industry—telephone, tele- 
graph, cable, and radio communications 
—from renegotiation by the War De- 
partment for its rates and charges for 
message traffic and leased facilities 
rendering service to the government’s 
war establishments. 

The reason for this exemption (which 
continues in effect a policy previously 
adopted) is simply because telephone 
service to an Army camp, for example, 
is rendered at rates which are under 
the continuous regulatory supervision 
of state or local utility commissions- 
in most areas at least. The Army regu- 
lation recites, therefore; that contracts 
and subcontracts with telephone, tele- 
graph, cable and radio companies, when 
made at published rates or charges 
fixed, approved, or subject to the regu- 
lation of a public body, or when found 
to be no higher than corresponding 
rates which are subject to such regu- 


lation, are exempt from any necessity 
of renegotiation for the purposes of de- 
termining the possible excess profits 
as required by the federal renegotiation 
statute. 

This exemption constitutes special 
recognition for the communications in- 
dustries inasmuch as other public util- 
ity industries furnishing service to 
Army establishments, etc., whose rates 
likewise are subject to local regulatory 
control of state commissions, are not 
entirely exempt. The Army regulation 
of contracts for electric service, for ex- 
ample, applies only to monthly service 
which does not exceed 1,000 kilowatt 
demand. In the case of gas companies 
it applies only to service not exceed- 
ing $60,000 a year. 


* om * 


Taking up next the fourth item on 
the above list, Chairman Pearce Davis, 
public member of the special telephone 
panel of the WLB, announced that all 
members of the panel have agreed to 
remain in continuous session six days a 
week in order to make rapid headway 
on the heavy docket of unfinished busi- 
ness which had accumulated, on the 
subject of telephone industrial disputes 
before the establishment of the special 
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panel (which, indeed, was the reason 
for its establishment). . 

Chairman Davis disclosed that there 
were pending before the panel (as of 
January 22) approximately 30 disputes 
involving 125,000 employes, and 70 vol- 
untary applications. Most of these dis- 
putes were transferred to the special 
panel by regional boards and have had 
hearings. Chairman Davis appealed for 
“the utmost cooperation from both the 
employers and the unions” in order to 
get the job done well and as quickly as 
possible. A special unit has been set 
up within the WLB Wage Stabilization 
Division to analyze wage data in tele- 
phone cases. The object is to speed up 
the spadework in telephone wage dis- 
pute proceedings. 

Two Bell cases, New York Telephone 
Co. (commercial department), and IIli- 
nois Bell Telephone Co. (involving lost 
time pay for five employes) were heard 
last week. Two Independent company 
cases involving the Lorain (Ohio) Tele- 
phone Co., and DeKalb Ogle Telephone 
Co., Sycamore, IIl., were scheduled for 
this week (beginning January 29), as 
well as three other additional Bell cases 
involving the Wisconsin Telephone Co., 
the New York Telephone Co. (upstate 
traffic), and Michigan Bell Telephone 
Co. 


* * * 


Let us go back, now, and consider 
item No. 1—the Poage Bill. Observers 
who have been following the rural tele- 
phone situation on the Washington 
front, including this writer, have long 
expected that the original Hill Bill to 
set up a new and independent Rural 
Telephone Administration, would even- 
tually be succeeded by a proposal to 
merge such activity with the Rural 
Electrification Administration. This was 
certainly not a hard one to guess, for 
the simple reason that REA has al- 
ready been doing business for nine 
years and there might be some disposi- 
tion in Congress to look with question 
upon the operation of two separate 
agencies in such parallel fields as rural 
electrification and rural telephony, re- 
spectively. 

Nevertheless, when the Poage Bill 
was introduced, it came somewhat as a 
surprise. One rumor has it that it came 
even as a surprise to its author, Rep. 
W. R. Poage (D., Tex.), who it is said, 
had planned to hold up its introduction 
until later on—after any opposition to 
the Hill-Patrick Bills had been smoked 
out. (The Patrick Bill is an identical 
companion, in the House, to the Hill 
Bill in the Senate.) This story has it, 
that while Representative Poage was 
down in San Antonio, Tex., making a 
speech before the annual convention of 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, somebody got the signals 


16 


mixed and threw the Poage Bill in, 
ahead of schedule. Be that as it may, 
and it is hardly a very important point, 
here in a nutshell is the difference be- 
tween the Poage Bill and the Hill-Pat- 
rick Bills: 


(1) The Poage Bill would authorize 
the REA administrator to make loans 
for rural telephony, instead of estab- 
lishing a new agency which the Hill- 
Patrick Bills would do in the name of 
the Rural Telephone Administration. 


(2) The Poage Bill would authorize 
the REA administrator to make loans 
at his discretion for either rural tele- 
phone or rural electrification projects, 
or any combination of both—up to the 
full amount of funds made available by 
Congress to REA from year to year. 
The Hill-Patrick Bills would limit the 
loans which the proposed Rural Tele- 
phone administrator could make for 
rural telephony projects only to $100,- 
000,000 for the first time and such an- 
nual amounts thereafter as Congress 
might provide. 

(Some idea of how much augmented 
authority the REA administrator would 
have under the Poage Bill for com- 
bined electric and telephone projects 
can be obtained from the fact that 
if the pending bill of Senator Lucas is 
enacted—as generally expected—REA 
would get $585,000,000 to make loans 
in the first three postwar years. This 
amount might even be increased if 
REA had to take over the additional 
responsibility of rural telephone loans.) 


(3) In all other respects the Poage 
Bill is the same as the Hill Bill, which 
was analyzed in this department 
(TELEPHONY, December 16, page 13), 
even to the point of using pretty much 
the same text throughout. There is the 
same 20 per cent reserve provision for 
small companies serving less than 1,000 
stations; there is the same public own- 
ership preference favoring cities, states, 
public utility districts, co-ops, etc., over 
private companies having more than 
10,000 subscribers. There is even the 
same definition of “rural area” as in 
the Hill Bill, which would include cities 





LATE DELIVERIES OF 
TELEPHONY EXPLAINED 


Reports from the field indicate 
that there is considerable delay in 
the arrival of recent issues of 
TELEPHONY in certain parts of 
the country. This situation is re- 
grettable, however, much of the 
delay is caused by the congested 
condition of the mails which, of 
course, is difficult to remedy in 
these trying days. We are making 
certain changes in our publishing 
procedure which we hope will alle- 
viate the situation to some extent. 


In the meantime, we ask your 
patience and sympathetic under- 
standing of the problems confront- 
ing the post office department in 
distributing the abnormal amount 
of mail. 











and other places having a population of 
less than 10,000. 

(This “rural area” definition for 
rural telephony would go right along 
side of another “rural area” definition 
for rural electrification projects which 
expressly precludes any city, village, or 
other place having a population of 
1,500. It will be interesting to know 
just how the Poage Bill supporters pro- 
pose to justify this distinction.) 


* * * 


Now we come to the second item in 
our list of developments opening this 
department—the prospects of progress 
on these various rural telephone bills, 
It must be admitted that the introduc- 
tion of Representative Poage’s Bill 
complicates the situation considerably. 
As long as we simply have to consider 
the Hill-Patrick Bills to set up a new 
agency, namely the proposed Rural 
Telephone Administration—it could be 
assumed as a matter of practical ex- 
perience that the congressional com- 
mittees would take their time about 
considering any such drastic innova- 
tion and defer such deliberation until 
more pressing routine committee bills 
were out of the way. And since press- 
ing routine committee bills have a way 
of occupying committee attention al- 
most up to the end of the sessions, the 
chances were pretty good that the Hill- 
Patrick Bills would not get much past 
the hearings state before the summer 


recess. They might not even get that 
far. 
But the Poage Bill, by a single 


stroke of the pen, so to speak, converts 
this entire question into a proposed 
amendment to the Rural Electrification 
Act. Ordinarily, that would enhance 
the chances for quicker action on the 
bill. But, on the other hand, with so 
much pulling and hauling going on in 
Congress over REA affairs, which have 
nothing to do with the telephone prob- 
lem, it might even worsen the situation. 
It is frankly a hard matter to judge at 
this writing. Your correspondent has 
not seen such a mixed-up situation in- 
volving one bureau for quite a while. 

Let us go over and look at the shape 
of things in the Senate, for example. 
In that chamber the Hill Bill was re 
ferred to the Senate Committeee on Ag- 
riculture and Forestry. So far there is 
no identical companion of the Poage 
Bill, but there probably will be one be- 
fore long, and it will probably be re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

All right. What else is before this 
committee of major importance? The 
following is a partial list: 


(1) The nomination of Aubrey Wil- 
liams, former administrator of the now 
defunct National Youth Administra- 
tion, to succeed Harry Slattery (re 
signed) as head of REA. 


(2) A bipartisan bill by Senators 
TELEPHONY 
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Shipstead, Wheeler, and Aiken to di- 
yorce REA from the control of the De- 
partment of Agriculture and restore its 
status as an independent agency. 


(3) The aforesaid Lucas Bill (S. 89), 
already mentioned, to give REA $585,- 
000,000 lending authority for the first 
three postwar years. A reference from 
the Appropriations Committee on Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s request to increase 
REA’s present authority to issue bonds 
from $25,000,000 to $150,000,000. 

(4) In addition to certain other rou- 
tine agriculture and forestry matters, 
administration senators are likely to re- 
vive and attempt to channel the pro- 
posed Missouri Valley Authority bill 
into the friendly hands of the Senate 
Agriculture and Forestry Committee, 
rather than the more critical Senate 
Commerce Committee. If that happens, 
the Agriculture committee might well 
be hung up on waterway and REA mat- 
ters for the entire session and have 
little time for telephone affairs. 


, 2 £ 


President Roosevelt’s appointment of 
Aubrey Williams to succeed Harry 
Slattery will probably be confirmed by 
the Senate but not until after a certain 
amount of opposition from the right 
wing of the Senate, which kicked up 
such a fuss over the proposed confirma- 
tion of Henry Wallace to be Secretary 
of Commerce. And for about the same 
reason, too. They just don’t like Wil- 
liams’ alleged radical, idealistic, “social- 
worker” background. 

As stated, this writer does not expect 
such opposition to defeat Williams un- 
less it gets a lot hotter than it is at this 
writing. But it might give certain sena- 
tors who dislike the present control 
over REA by the Agriculture Depart- 
ment a chance to wangle a deal on pro- 
cedural progress. One senator—a mem- 
ber of the committee who is strongly in 
favor of divorcing REA from agricul- 
ture—told this writer that he did not 
propose to vote either for the submis- 
sion of the Williams’ appointment or 
the Lucas bill, or any other matter in- 
volving REA until he had an under- 
standing or agreement from the ma- 
jority of the committee that they would 
take up in the near future the Ship- 
stead-Wheeler-Aiken bill to 
REA independence. 


Asked if he would put the Hill Bill 
in the same category, the senator told 
this writer that he had not read the 
Hill Bill and did not know very much 
about it. But, he added, “What is the 
sense of setting up a new independent 
agency in the rural telephone field 
when we have not made up our minds 
yet what we are going to do about the 
tural electrification field. The Hill Bill 
may be a fine bill for all I know. But 
let us get our rural electrification poli- 
ties straightened out first before going 
into rural telephone matters.” 


Forthcoming events in the Senate 
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This scene shows soldiers raising a pole somewhere in Egypt. 


Agriculture Committee will probably 
make the identity of that senator pretty 
clear before the summer recess. But 
your correspondent, for obvious rea- 
sons, cannot disclose it at this time. 


Over on the House side the outlook 
for progress on rural telephone bills is 
even more confused. For reasons which 
this writer simply cannot understand, 
both the Patrick Bill (companion to the 
Hill Bill) and the Poage Bill were re- 
ferred to the House Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce Committee instead of 
the House Agriculture Committee 
which heretofore has handled all such 
matters. Furthermore, another Poage 
Bill (H. R. 1742), which has nothing to 
do with rural telephones but is a com- 
panion to the Lucas bill to increase 
REA lending authority, was also re- 
ferred to the House Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce. Likewise, 
bipartisan bills, companion to the Ship- 
stead-Wheeler-Aiken bill to divorce 
REA from agriculture, were also re- 
ferred to the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee. It looks 
like this committee has just about taken 
over the business of the House Agricul- 
ture Committee. 

In any event, if the powers that be in 
the House were looking around for a 
busy and overburdened committee in 
which to channel these REA and rural 
telephone bills, they could hardly have 
found a busier or more overburdened 
one than the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee which is headed by Representa- 
tive Lea (D., Cal.). Just take a look at 
Representative Lea’s calendar of legis- 
lation which would ordinarily be ahead 
of the line for action before REA and 
telephone matters can be considered: 


(1) A very controversial bill on the 
regulation of postwar national and in- 
ternational commercial aviation. 

(2) Proposals to amend the Commu- 
nications Act in accordance with the 


recent recommendations of the special 
House committee investigating the FCC 
—hearings on these already promised 
by Chairman Lea. 


(3) Bipartisan bills to amend the 
Federal Power Act to preserve state 
commission jurisdiction over electric 
rates as advocated by the National As- 
sociation of Railroad & Utilities Com- 
missioners. 


(4) A joint resolution to authorize 
the Federal Power Commission to in- 
vestigate natural gas. 


(5) Various legislation affecting the 
Security & Exchange Commission. 


A mere recital of the foregoing 
agenda, in addition to other miscella- 
neous bills and routine business of the 
House committee, would seem to indi- 
cate that Representative Lea’s body, 
in all probability, will not make as fast 
progress on REA or rural telephone 
affairs as will be made on the Senate 
side, if any. 


* * 


Summing up, this writer is disposed 
to believe that, following the fight over 
the confirmation of an REA adminis- 
trator, the Senate Agriculture Commit- 
tee will be occupied throughout Febru- 
ary and March with the Shipstead- 
Wheeler-Aiken bills and the Lucas bill. 
He does not look for further action on 
the Hill Bill before April. That is a 
very speculative forecast. But that is 
the way it looks at present. 

On the House side committee action 
on the second Poage Bill (the one to in- 
crease REA funds) is a fair proba- 
bility, but not before April. Committee 
action on the Poage rural telephone bill, 
or the Patrick Bill, is not even in pros- 
pect unless Representative Poage, by 
legislative maneuvering, is able to hook 
both of his bills together and get them 
cleared through the committee at the 
same time. That is not a very clear- 
cut summary, but neither is the out- 
look. 
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MINNESOTANS HOLD REAL 
“Grass Roots” Convention 


By R. C. RENO 


ITH THE telephone industry 
WG ceeniern its attention on the 

small company-rural telephone 
situation, resulting from this publica- 
tion’s constant editorial campaign to 
get the industry to take more definite 
steps to help the smaller units get on 
their feet financially, the Minnesota 
Telephone Association held a_ real 
“grass roots” convention in St. Paul on 
January 23, 24 and 25. 


The entire program of the annual 
meeting was given over to a thorough 
discussion of plant, commercial and 
revenue problems confronting the small 
companies. Owners and officers of both 
small commercial companies and mu- 
tuals were featured on the program, 
and other speakers devoted their ad- 
dresses to subjects of concern to such 
companies. There were no discussions 
of excess profits taxes, continuing prop- 
erty records, complicated accounting 
systems, or other highly complex sub- 
jects in which small companies have 
little, if any, interest. 


WARREN B. CLAY 


Those from small companies who ap- 
peared on the program discussed the 
operations of their organizations, start- 
ing with their beginnings and tracing 
the steps taken recently to rebuild or 
convert their plants to give better serv- 
ice and to effect increases in rates in 
order to put the companies on a sound, 
financial basis. All such speakers paid 
tribute to the Minnesota association 
secretary, J. C. Crowley, Jr., and to A. 
N. Fancher, supervisor of telephones 
of the Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission, for their cooperation in 
the rehabilitation of their companies. 

Practically all others on the program 
discussed such subjects as conversion 
of small magneto and manually oper- 
ated plants to dial operation, wage and 
hour regulations, rural telephone serv- 
ice—all close to the hearts of the small 
company operators. 

Certainly, the representatives of 
smaller companies took advantage of 
the ample opportunity to “speak their 
piece” in the best “grass roots” con- 


H. F. LUEDERS 


vention that the writer 
tended. 


It is unfortunate, both for the in- 
dustry and for governmental bodies, 
that legislators who write rural tele 
phone bills and other legislation di- 
rectly affecting the industry, bureav- 
crats who prepare wage and hour in- 
terpretative bulletins and orders, econ- 
omists on the staff of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission who prepare 
incomplete and misleading reports on 
rural service, and state regulatory and 
OPA officials who write orders deny- 
ing or raise objections to necessary 
rate increases for small companies, 
could not attend a few meetings such 
as the Minnesota convention. 

If such were the case, there would be 
better and more sensible laws, bulle 
tins, reports and orders, which would 
be more applicable to the telephone 
business and which could be carried out 
by the smaller companies without jeop- 
ardizing their very existence. At such 
meetings they could learn of the serious 


has ever at- 
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condition facing many of the small com- 
panies, which has resulted, to some ex- 
tent, from burdensome, expensive and 
unnecessary laws and regulatory orders, 
and from the lack of understanding and 
consideration on the part of regulatory 
commissions that they have a responsi- 
bility to telephone companies as well as 
to the public served by the companies. 
Perhaps after the war, when regular 
annual telephone conventions are re- 
sumed, governmental and regulatory 
bodies will make an effort to have their 
representatives at such meetings for 
the purpose of getting a realistic pic- 
ture of the industry before they enact 
legislation or issue reports and orders 
directly affecting the business. 

The so-called Rural Telephone Ad- 
ministration bill, introduced recently in 
the Senate by Senator Lister Hill of 
Alabama, received the spotlight in the 
convention discussion. The Minnesota 
association had made an analysis of the 
bill and had prepared suggested amend- 
ments in order to eliminate or correct 
various provisions of the bill which are 
inimical to the interests of the private 
telephone business. 

During the last session of the con- 
vention, there was a general, thorough 
discussion of the RTA bill, and the an- 
alysis and amendments were read and 
explained. After much discussion, the 
convention passed a motion empower- 
ing the association’s president, secre- 
tary and executive committee to pre- 
sent the suggested amendments di- 
rectly to the author of the RTA bill, as 
representing the consensus of the asso- 
ciation’s membership. 

In connection with the discussion of 
the RTA legislation at various sessions 
of the convention, particularly at the 
last session, much criticism was leveled 
against the United States Independent 
Telephone Association for what was 
termed its delay in formulating a defi- 
nite policy in regard to the legislation 
and its failure to keep state associa- 
tions and the Independent industry as 
a whole informed of its decisions and 
activities. Also, the USITA was cen- 
sured for not including on its rural 
service and rural legislative committees 
a greater number of owners or officers 
of small Independent companies. This 
criticism was made on the asserted 
basis that such men have a clear and 
intimate understanding of the rural 
telephone situation and that their opin- 
ions and suggestions are of value to the 
authors of the RTA bill and will be to 
congressional committees when they 
consider the legislation. 

Secretary Crowley called for closer 
unity in the USITA ranks and asked 
for a greater degree of cooperation 
with state associations on the part of 
the national organization. Opinion was 


expressed by many attending the con- 
vention that this trend of increased in- 
terest in association affairs and other 
industry activities by the smaller com- 
panies is indicative that they will not 
only seek, but also will demand more 
representation and a greater part to 
play in the industry’s overall activities. 

In explaining the association’s activi- 
ties to secure vital statistics concerning 
rural telephone service in Minnesota, 
Secretary Crowley stated that he is 
preparing a detailed questionnaire 
which will be used by committees of 
three to be appointed to survey every 
county in Minnesota in interviewing 
farm telephone subscribers as to their 
present service, and as to the improve- 
ments they would like to see made in 
the service. When the survey is com- 
pleted, it is expected that 8,700 tele- 
phone subscribers will have been inter- 
viewed, which the association feels will 
give a good cross-section of rural serv- 
ice, not only in Minnesota, but in the 
Middlewest in general. 

The following were re-elected di- 
rectors of the association: F. C. Mar- 
vin, Zumbrota; Fred Pfaender, New 
Ulm; Charles Cashel, Worthington; 
Warren B. Clay, Hutchinson; and P. 
A. Glaeser, Waconia. 

All officers were re-elected as follows: 
President, Mr. Clay; vice president, H. 
F. Lueders, Norwood; and secretary- 
treasurer, J. C. Crowley, Jr., St. Paul. 


President Clay, in his annual address, 
traced the activities of the association 
in the past year and announced a good 
gain in the membership of the organi- 
zation. Also, he told of the work the 
association had done in helping small 
companies make studies of their opera- 
tions in order to apply for badly needed 
increases in rates. President Clay 
warned owners and managers of small 
companies that it is their duty and 
obligation to maintain adequate service 
to the public, if complaints to the regu- 
latory commission are to be eliminated. 
In this connection, the president stated: 


“Let us not forget that it is the duty 
of the commission to see that good 
service is rendered. . . . It is up to tele- 
phone management to render satisfac- 
tory and dependable service and to get 
an adequate rate to insure such serv- 
ice.” 


In connection with the rural tele- 
phone situation, Mr. ‘Clay stated: 


“Touching very briefly on some of 
our immediate problems, I would like 
to mention the rural problems and the 
Hill Bill. . . . That there is a problem 
existing in rural telephony, no one can 
deny, but I believe we in Minnesota 
have been aware of the problem for 
quite some time and we are individually 
and collectively taking such steps as 
are necessary to overcome the problem. 
However, I do not hesitate to say that 


the rural problem is not really as seri- 
report would 


ous as the recent FCC 
lead us to believe. 


“Apparently many pertinent facts 
were not at hand when the report was 
made, for otherwise it would have been 
impossible for the FCC to reach the 
conclusions published. 


“In Minnesota, it is true, there are 
fewer farm telephones today than in 
1932, but it is also true that many com- 
panies have, to a great extent, recov- 
ered the farm telephones lost in the de- 
pression and some have more today 
than in 1932. 


“It is not true, as intimated by the 
FCC, in Minnesota at least, that the 
reason for the loss in farm telephones 
is due to increases in rates, for in a 
study recently made by Mr. Fancher 
of the Minnesota commission, it is 
shown that there has been a steady in- 
crease in rural telephones since 1936, 
in most companies, but the service line 
companies have had a decline in these 
same years. Thus, it is shown that it 
is not a matter of cost of the telephone, 
but more important, the service re- 
ceived. 


“The fundamental reason for the 
great loss in telephones, of course, was 
the extremely low farm income in the 
depression years, but we are gradually 
recovering this loss and will overcome 
it completely if the farmers continue to 
receive adequate prices. 


“The Hill Bill is apparently an out- 
growth of the FCC report. t there 
be no mistake about the Hill Bill. In 
its present form it can be very danger- 
ous to the telephone industry. How- 
ever, the bill was written to aid the 
telephone industry in rural areas, and 
if the author of the bill, Senator Hill, 
is sincere in this intention, representa- 
tives of smaller companies should be 
able to work with Mr. Hill in amend- 
ing the present bill so that the objec- 
tional features could be eliminated and 
some safeguards written in. There is 
no question that attempts will be made 
by representatives of the telephone in- 
dustry to make these amendments, and 
if successful, we of the industry should 
not oppose passage of the bill. 


“The telephone industry can work 
out its rural problem without the Hill 
Bill, or with it, providing the bill is 
amended correctly. .. .” 


























Discussing the Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act, Mr. Clay said that it pre- 
sented the most important problem to 
the smaller telephone companies, stat- 
ing: 


“You are familiar with the his- 
tory of the act so I will not endeavor 
to repeat it. We are aware that oper- 
ators in exchanges of 500 stations or 
less are exempt from the provisions of 
the act or so we supposed that to be 
true. However, the recent directive 
order of the NWLB in the Illinois Com- 
mercial Telephone Co. case contained 
the following provision: 


“*7, Ninety days after the date of 
this directive order, the normal work- 
week at exchanges serving less than 
500 telephones shall consist of 40 
hours. Time worked in excess of the 
normal workweek shall be compensated 
for at the rate of time and one half.’ 


“If this order is sustained, the ex- 
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emption written in the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, regarding exchanges of 
500 stations or less will be nullified. 


“The decision concerns only this par- 
ticular company, but we may be as- 
sured that if the order is sustained in 
that case, it will not be long before all 
exchanges are covered by the Fair 
Labor Standards Act. 


“We can be assured that if the 40- 
hour week is made to apply in these 
cases, the minimum wage will also 
eventually apply. If this would come to 
pass, there are more than 200 ex- 
changes in Minnesota who will not re- 
ceive enough gross revenues to pay 
their traffic costs.” 


Ray W. Smith, Chicago, editor, Tele- 
phone Engineer, addressed the conven- 
tion on the “Farm Telephone Forum.” 
He urged all telephone men to read 
their trade journals and to furnish the 
magazines with news of their activities 
and also of their opinions on develop- 
ments within the industry. 

One of the most interesting and en- 
lightening addresses given at the con- 
vention was that of H. A. Brown, Coop- 
erstown, N. D., manager, Griggs County 
Telephone Co., who spoke on “From 
Magneto to Dial.” Mr. Brown told of 
the history of his company, relating the 
difficulties which the company had 
faced in making ends meet during past 
years. He explained that by recent 
conversion of some of the company’s 
small exchanges to dial operation, it 
was possible to reduce operating ex- 
penses and to secure adequate rates in 
order to maintain the plants and to 
render better service. Mr. Brown’s ad- 
dress will be published in a future issue 
of TELEPHONY. 

Walter R. Jefferson, St. Paul, chief, 
corporation tax section, U. S. Internal 
Revenue Department, spoke on “Fed- 
eral Taxes.” Mr. Jefferson devoted al- 
most his entire address to a thorough 
explanation of how the federal tax pro- 
gram applies to small companies and to 
mutual and co-operative telephone or- 
ganizations. 

P. M. Ferguson, Mankato, manager, 
Mankato Citizens’ Telephone Co., ad- 
dressed the convention on “Proposed 
Federal Legislation,” in which he an- 
alyzed the rural telephone bill recently 
introduced in Congress. Also, Mr. Fer- 
guson criticized the recent report of 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, entitled “Preliminary Studies on 
Some Aspects of the Availability of 
Landline Wire Communications Serv- 
ice,” which has received considerable 
adverse publicity in the telephone in- 
dustry because it contains many mis- 
leading statements and inferences con- 
cerning rural telephone service in this 
country. 

Commenting upon the report, which 
inferred that the reason for the low 
development of rural telephones was 
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P. M. FERGUSON 


because the rates for service were too 
high, the speaker stated that the report 
added up to a denunciation of the tele- 
phone industry, even going so far as 
to accuse the industry of ulterior mo- 
tives, which he said he resented, insofar 
as rural service in Minnesota is con- 
cerned. Mr. Ferguson stated that there 
are statements in the FCC report which 
are misleading and not based on fact, 
and that it is his opinion those who 
compiled the report have had little, if 
any, actual operating experience in the 
telephone business. 

In discussing the RTA bill, Mr. Fer- 
guson said it was significant that the 
bill followed quickly on the heels of the 
FCC report. His address will also be 
published in a near future issue of 
TELEPHONY. 

“They Call It the Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act” was the subject of an able 
address by W. H. Fowler, Pella, Iowa, 
manager, Fowler Telephone Co. Mr. 
Fowler stated that there were many 
provisions of the Fair Labor act and 
many interpretative bulletins and or- 
ders issued under its authority that 
were far from fair to either employes 
or employers. He cited several cases 
with which he is acquainted which in- 
dicated inequalities in the application 
of the law. 

He brought out the point that if tele- 
phone companies, particularly small 
ones, are to pay higher minimum wages, 
it is necessary that they be allowed to 
charge adequate rates to meet such 
wage levels. He stated that it is one 
thing to demand the payment of mini- 
mum wages and quite another thing to 
secure sufficient revenue to meet the 
wage levels. He recommended that all 
telephone companies take steps to bet- 
ter their plants in order to give good 
telephone service and then demand 
proper and adequate rates to cover op- 
erating costs. 


In connection with wage and hour 
legislation and hearings, as well ag 
rural telephone legislation, he sug. 
gested that small companies, which are 
actually faced with the problems aris. 
ing from such legislation, be given 
more representation on national asso. 
ciation committees and ample opporty- 
nity to be heard when such legislation 
is considered. 

Miss Betty Gray, Chicago, who rep- 
resented the Telephone Advertising In- 
stitute, was called upon to explain the 
work of the institute in preparing and 
furnishing newspaper advertising mats 
and other material to Independent tele. 
phone companies. She reported the 
progress of the institute since it was 
formed last year and urged all Inde 
pendent companies to subscribe to its 
service and make adequate use of the 
materials furnished. 

“Suggestions in Converting from 
Manual to Dial Operations” was the 
subject of a splendid address by H. 
M. Stewart, Fort Wayne, Ind., vice 
president, Telephone Services, Inc, Mr. 
Stewart said that all signs point toa 
marked increase in the rate of conver- 
sion to dial operations in small ex- 
changes as equipment and manpower 
become available. He recommended 
steps which these companies should take 
once a decision is made to convert op- 
erations to dial, touching upon public 
relations, the construction of suitable 
housing for dial equipment, and reha- 
bilitation of outside plant. So complete 
was his discussion on the subject that 
Mr. Stewart’s discussion will be pub 
lished in full in a future issue of 
TELEPHONY. 

H. T. McCaig, Chicago branch man- 
ager, Stromberg-Carlson Co., addressed 
the convention on “The Independent 
Manufacturers” which was to have 
been given by W. N. Angle, Stromberg- 
Carlson president, who was unable to 
attend the meeting. Mr. McCaig re 
viewed the tremendous production of 
war communication equipment carried 
on by the Independent manufacturers 
and praised the operating telephone 
companies for their record of mair- 
taining good telephone service in spite 
of the lack of civilian telephone equip- 
ment and supplies. He said that a 
statement by a prominent military 
leader that, ‘No military operation has 
been held up or jeopardized because of 
the lack of signal equipment,” is a great 
tribute to the manufacturers and the 
telephone operating industry. 


He warned that the manufacturers 
jobs are by no means completed and 
that their plants will be producing mili- 
tary equipment to the day of victory. 
He recommended that operating comr 
panies begin to make plans for postwar 
rehabilitation of their worn-out’ plants 
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H. M. STEWART 


and place orders for equipment now. 
He said this would enable the manu- 
facturers to make production plans 
when they are in a position to recon- 
vert their facilities for the manufacture 
of civilian equipment. 

An address and demonstration was 
given by Prof. C. A. Mann, Minneapo- 
lis, chief of the division of chemical 
engineering, University of Minnesota, 
concerning the development of plastics 
and other materials from well-known 
but heretofore unused, raw materials 
and by-products produced or grown in 
this country. 

L. C. Enfield, Osage, president, Union 
Telephone Co., gave a paper on “Im- 


>> Instead of reminiscing idly upon the good old days when there existed in 
offices everywhere that paragon of convenience, the office boy, a Cleveland, 
Ohio, attorney took his young son to the office one Saturday morning to 
act as messenger. Sending the lad on his first errand, father produced a 
quarter for expenses. The first expense was a candy bar to produce energy. 
This took a nickel and left him two dimes. The next item was a telephone call 


to father to ask a question. His question answered, the son grumbled that 


H. T. McCAIG 


proving Conditions of a Small Tele- 


” 


phone Company.” He reported how his 
company, which faced extinction a few 
years ago, had been rehabilitated and 
told of its success in securing adequate 
rates with the rendition of better serv- 
ice, placing it in a sound financial and 
operation position today. The Union 
company has about 100 stations and Mr. 
Enfield stated that the program it car- 
ried on could be adopted by many small 
companies who are rapidly facing the 
necessity of closing their doors. He 
stated that all that is needed by such 
companies is progressive management, 
the determination to render adequate 
service and education of the public that 
it must pay adequate rates for such 
service. Mr. Enfield’s address will be 


something was wrong with the telephone. 
“How’s that?” asked papa, who thought the connection perfectly clear. 
“IT put a dime in and didn’t get my change,” said son. 
“You can’t do that,” said father 
“Why not?” reasoned the boy. “Down here at the bottom of the telephone there’s a place 


that says, ‘Coin Return’.” 


LELAND WRIGHT 


published in a future issue of TELEPH- 
ONY. 

As stated at the beginning of this 
report, the last session of the conven- 
tion on the morning of January 25 was 
given over to a discussion of the rural 
telephone legislation. Leland Wright, 
Alexandria, secretary of the Alexan- 
dria Telephone Co. and a USITA di- 
rector, gave a resume of the activities 
of the national association in regard to 
the legislation. He stated that the leg- 
islation had brought about many points 
for consideration on the part of the in- 
dustry and urged the full coopera- 
tion of all units of the business in pre- 
paring and presenting any opinions and 
recommendations concerning the legis- 
lation. 





This story rambled joyously around Cleveland legal circles until it reached the ear of a tele- 
phone man. Then sonny got his nickel back with an official communique from the telephone 


company.—HELLO. 


>> Laughter, while it lasts, slackens and unbraces the mind, weakens the faculties, and causes 
a kind of remissness and dissolution in all the powers of the soul; and thus far it may be 


looked upon as a weakness in the composition of human nature. 


But if we consider the fre- 


quent reliefs we receive from it, and how often it breaks the gloom which is apt to depress 
the mind and dampen our spirits, with transient, unexpected gleams of joy, one would take 


care not to grow too wise for so great a pleasure of life——Addison 
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ELEPHONE directories in most 
Trities are growing so large and 

cumbersome that they are difficult 
to keep within reach of a desk so they 
may be used quickly when required. 
The regular classified and suburban 
directories in many cities make quite an 
unwieldy pile. If someone could design 
a convenient and attractive directory 
holder in which to keep these bulky 
directories in proximity to the user, 
such an item certainly would prove ad- 
vantageous in every city business office. 


A letter from a large Independent 
telephone company in the East makes 
the following statement: 


“We have a telephone subscriber who 
is crippled to such an extent that his 
arms are tied to his sides and it is 
necessary for some other member of 
the family to dial his number and hold 
the handset so he may talk and listen. 
It is our understanding that he has 
attempted to dial by using a stick or 
pencil gripped in his teeth, but it was 
impossible. The problem, as we see it, 
is to work out some method of dialing 
that does not require a rotary motion 
of the head.” 


This case presents a most interesting 
telephone problem, not only in connec- 
tion with this particular unfortunate 
individual, but also because many dis- 
abled veterans may present similar 
problems to telephone companies. Diffi- 
cult though the solution may appear 
from first glance we believe the skill 
and ingenuity of the telephone industry 
will come through with a satisfactory 
answer. 

Disabled veterans, when provided 
with artificial hands or arms at ampu- 
tation centers, are first trained in the 
use of the ordinary telephone. They 
even practice dropping coins in pay- 
stations. Devices are now available for 
holding a handset to the ear and mouth. 
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We also are of the opinion that a 
bracket and stand to hold a handset at 
ear level could be used to advantage 
by an armless person if a floor switch 
were utilized to cut the instrument in 
on the line. 

Obviously, a manual telephone would 
best be suited for this type of service, 
but most handicapped persons do not 
welcome special favors and many will 
undoubtedly insist on the use of dial 
telephones when that type of service 
is available. For these persons we be- 
lieve a foot operated dial would be 
possible. A stepping relay or switch 
could be mounted on a dial so if the 
digit “5” were to be dialed, the foot 
switch would be pressed five times. 
This would bring the number five on 
the dial around to the finger stop. 
Pressing another foot switch would re- 
lease the relay and permit the dial to 
return to normal. This may not be 
the best solution, however, so we invite 
your comments. 


A new material, especially prepared 
to stop water leaks through concrete, 
recently was announced by a Chicago 
manufacturer of building maintenance 
materials. It is sold under the trade 
name of “‘Seep-Seal.” It is claimed that 
this material, mixed with cement, can 
be inserted in cracks or holes in con- 
crete while water is actually gushing 
through and that it will stop the leak 
in two minutes. Cable vaults, manholes, 
telephone exchange basements and other 
underground concrete structures can be 
kept virtually leak-free with this ma- 
terial, according to the manufacturer. 
This material also may be used for 
dampproofing walls, where mild seep- 
age is encountered. 


* * * 


The following information in the 
form of a clipping from the New York 


World-Telegram recently was sent us 
by Fred S. Florance, general manager 
of the Highland Telephone Co., Monroe, 
i 


“Edward H. Jones of Summit, N. J, 
has just received a patent on a wholly 
automatic device for announcing the 
time over dial telephones. A series of 
sound film strips, each with its appro- 
priate series of phrases, is controlled 
by a series of four, clock-driven cams: 
One each for the hours, tens-of-minutes, 
minutes and 10-second intervals. Rights 
in the patent are assigned to Bell Lab- 
oratories, Inc.” 


The famous Red Ball Express, which 
played such a vital role in supplying 
our western front armies from Nor- 
mandy beachheads and ports, recently 
was discontinued in favor of rail ship- 
ments on repaired French railways. 
This change permits more detailed re 
ports on the now historic express high- 
way. 

It now can be stated that the motor 
transport system, carrying more than 
half a million tons of supplies a dis 
tance of 700 miles during the 81 days 
of its existence, owed much of its suc 
cess to the efficiency of the U. S. Army 
Signal Corps. This phase of the system 
is explained in a communication Ie 
ceived from Maj. A. A. Frederickson 
who was the Signal Officer with the 
motor transport brigade, controlling 
the traffic on the Red Ball Highway. 
The highway was operated by the 
transportation corps. 

The communications system, inaugt 
rated by the Signal Corps on August 
28, 1944, enabled the motor transport 
brigade to control the flow of traffic 
to know what each convoy containe( 
and to know its precise destination, % 
it could be directed, upon its arrival, 
to its further and ultimate destination 
without loss of time. 
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The Type IT-20 Interior Cable Terminal, a part of the 
Trans-Mount System, is especially designed for the 
termination and protection of cables and sub- 
station equipment in barracks, manufacturing plant 
units, etc., where protection is required on both the 
cable and drop sides. 


Type H-20-T Dual Gap protector units are installed as 
required. Furnished in I1, 16, 26 and 51 pair sizes. 
Illustration shows the IT-20 with streamlined dust- 
proof terminal vault. 


Refer to your Cook catalog for complete details on 
this terminal and other Cook telephone protective 
and distributing products. Remember, Cook is the 
best line for your lines. 


INTERIOR 
CABLE 
TERMINAL 











= TRANS-MOUNT SISTEM 


The Type IT-20 is a part of the Cook 
Trans-Mount System of Protection and Dis- 
tribution. The Trans-Mount System is com- 
posed of the Type IT-20 Interior Cable 
Terminal, the Type R Sub-Station Protector, 
the Type T Main Distributing Frame, the 
Type S-20 Pole Cable Terminal, the Type 
U Utility Sub-Station Protector, the Type 
UA-20 Aerial to Underground Terminal 
and the Type TN-20 Interior Cable Ter- 
minal, all using the Type H Protector Unit. 
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Maintenance 
Practices 


(Concluded from page 14) 





are developing due to sheath breaks, 
ete. Several spare pairs are selected 
from among the pairs of each count or 
group of pairs appearing in the branch 
cables. For example, the branch cable 








LEFT DIAGRAM: External connections for making Varley loop tests with the Varley Loop 
is set first at ‘"Bridge’’ and then at "'Varley."' R=resistance dials, and D=ratio dial. 
electrical connections for locating a fault by the Varley loop test using either a ‘‘Bridge-Megger'’ testing set or a Varley Loop 


shown in Fig. 2, designated as a 50- 
pair appearing as 101-150 on the cen- 
tral office main frame, would be con- 
sidered as a count. The highest and 
lowest reading obtained from the indi- 
vidual pairs are recorded opposite the 
space for the count and under the 
proper date and weather column. 

The graph in Fig. 2 covers tests 
made of the count 101-150 during a 
12-month period. Note the low reading 
recorded “4-10-43” which definitely in- 
dicated that the insulation of the count 
was being affected by moisture but not 
to the point where any service inter- 
ruptions had occurred. A sheath break 
was located along the 50-pair branch 
cable as shown in Fig. 2. Permanent 
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internal electrical connections and schematic diagram for Wheatstone Bridge measure. 


ments with the ‘‘Bridge-Meg"’ resistance tester, 
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when the change-over switch is set 





at ‘'Bridge."’ 


plicity, the ch 


switch connections are omitted, 
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resistance tester. 


repairs were made by removing the 
moisture and placing a lead sleeve over 
the sheath opening, all of which was 
done without inconvenience to the sub- 
scribers and at much less expense than 
if the trouble had been allowed to pro- 
gress to the service interruption stage. 

The making of insulation tests with 
the “Megger” instrument is a simple 
operation. If these tests are correctly 
made, recorded and interpreted, many 
cable failures in the making can be 
prevented. The same “Megger” tester 
may be used for making a variety of 
tests, too numerous to mention in this 
short article, throughout the telephone 
plant. 

The Varley loop “Bridge-Meg” type 


“Why, No, Sir!" 


“"Bridge-Meg" 
RIGHT DIAGRAM: Schematic diagram of internal and external 








resistence tester. The change-over switch C 


**Bridge-Meg" 


of “Meggar” instrument is ideal for 
general insulation testing and fault 
location in telephone cable, because it 
combines the functions of a “Megger” 
insulation tester at its rated voltage 
with a Wheatstone bridge feature 
added. When used as a Wheatstone 
bridge, one half the voltage used as an 
insulation tester is applied to the 
bridge circuit. For example, a 500-volt 
instrument would employ 250 volts 
when used as a bridge. 

When using this instrument as a 
Wheatstone bridge for making fault 
locations, the same rules should be fol- 
lowed that apply when making Varley 
loop tests with a conventional, battery- 
operated bridge. 


An indignant—and shocked—old lady telephoned the police department to report that two 
telephone linemen, working in front of her house, were disturbing the peace with their pro- 
fanity. In a very short time the police arrived at the scene of the disturbance and questioned 


the men. 


“It’s been reported that you fellows have been disturbing the peace of this neighborhood 
with your swearing. Is that true?” one of them asked. 
“Why, no, sir! 


Not at all!’ a lineman replied. 


“Bill, here, was up the pole doing a bit of 


repair work and he asked me to pass a bucket of hot lead up to him. He accidentally tipped it 


and I got it on the back. All that I said was simply, 


7° 


careful’. 


‘Now, Bill, you REALLY must be more 
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RAY-0-VAC 
Telephone Dry Batteries 
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DRY BATTE™ 5 


ware’ | On the Front Line 


service 


RY-O-VAC COM c. s 
' semerty French Oo" 
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Maintainence men spear-head the attack to keep 
lines open for vital war production messages, fight- 
ing to save precious minutes . . . when they count. 
Their materials, too, must be of top caliber, for fewer 
service calls save time. 


We are proud that Ray-O-Vac telephone dry bat- 
teries are chosen by telephone companies to fit into 
this program of top service maintainence. Ray-O- 
Vac telephone batteries meet the high Ray-O-Vac 
standards of longer life, insuring fewer replacements 
and lower service costs. 


BUY WAR BONDS 
BUY WAR STAMPS 


FLASHLIGHTS e BATTERIES 
MADISON, 4 WISCONSIN 
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Well—here it is! 


A concern that will 


accept and perform 


Telephone Construction 
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ANYWHERE— ANYTIME 
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GUSTAV HIRSCH 
ORGANIZATION 


310 WEST BROAD STREET 


COLUMBUS 8, OHIO 
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inductive Interference Sighted 
As Cause for Inadequate Service 

J. R. Butler, owner of the J. R. 
Butler Telephone Co., Mill Creek, ap- 
peared before the Oklahoma Corpora- 
tion Commission on January 16 in re- 
sponse to a citation by B. Richardson, 
telephone engineer, asking him to ex- 
plain why telephone subscribers at 
Troy, Okla., were alleging they have 
been without telephone service for sev- 
eral months. After questioning, the 
commission took the case under advise- 
ment. 

Mr. Butler, in response to questions 
from counsel for the commission and 
from the commissioners themselves, 
testified that his inability to get wire 
and inductive interference from an REA 
electric line near Troy was responsible 
for the condition. He said he would not 
object to installation by the South- 
western Bell Telephone Co. of a toll 
station at Troy, if that company would 
agree to make such an installation. 

The Bell company could give service 
there by stringing a long block of wire, 
Mr. Butler testified, while he would 
have to build seven miles of new line 
to restore adequate service at Troy. 
Farmers in the vicinity of the town 
testified they have been practically 
without telephone service for several 
months. 


Vv 


Chicago Bookies Hold 
Onto Telephones 

On January 4 the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission ordered telephone 
and telegraph companies to recapture 
equipment used by gamblers and to 
make a report within two weeks. 
(TELEPHONY, January 13, page 30.) 
Now, more than two weeks later, inves- 
tigation shows that the bookies in Chi- 
cago are holding onto their telephones, 
switchboards and leased wires de- 


manded by the government for the war 
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effort. Many operators of racing sheets, 
wire services and bookies still are pay- 
ing for their service in the hope that a 
regular and reliable service *can be 
maintained from Havana and Mexican 
race tracks. 

Reliable estimates are that there are 
about 3,000 telephones in handbooks, 
wire rooms or racing-sheet offices on 
which payments are being made regu- 
larly in the hope that the government 
will fail to crack down on its order. 


Vv 


Bill Asks More Idle Time; 
Increased Wage Rates 

At the request of the Nebraska La- 
bor Bureau, bills recently were intro- 
duced in the Nebraska Legislature 
increasing the maximum weekly unem- 
ployment benefits from $15 to $18 and 
upping the duration for such payments 
from 16 to 18 weeks. (TELEPHONY, De- 
cember 16, page 26.) 

It redefines the word “employer” to 
include persons hiring four, rather 
than eight, employes for 20 or more 
weeks, includes those employers who 
have a $10,000 payroll for a three 
months’ period. 

Another labor bureau bill provides 
that persons wishing to appeal benefits 
allowed them must do so within 10 days 
after judgment in the case. Also, it 
clarifies reciprocal agreements with 
other states. 


Vv 


Approves Rate Increase 

Early in 1941 the Rhodendron (Ore.) 
Telephone Co. filed an application for 
an increase in rates contingent upon the 
conversion of its plant to dial opera- 
tion. A public hearing was held at Zig- 
zag, Ore., at that time. The conversion 
having now been accomplished, the 
Public Utilities Commissioner of Ore- 


gon on January 17, 1945 approved the 
revised rate filing. 


Vv 


New York Company Drops 
Action to Tax Telephones 

North Tonawanda, N. Y., has won a 
certiorari action brought against the 
city by the New York Telephone Co. 
without a court test, the city attorney 
informed city council on January 15 in 
asking and receiving permission to sign 
a stipulation ending the action. 

The certiorari was instituted by the 
telephone company after Assessor 
Glenn Treichler had placed assessments 
against telephone property in the homes 
and business establishments, character- 
izing it real property. The company, 
the city attorney said, dropped the ac- 
tion after losing a similar fight in Syr- 
acuse. 


Vv 


Vermont Independent Buys 
Telephone Plant for $500 

The Vermont Public Service Commis- 
sion issued an order January 25 con- 
senting to the sale of the telephone 
plant of the West River Power Co. to 
the Rutland County Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., Wallingford, for a_ base 
price of $500 according to terms of a 
contract dated December 14, 1944, sub- 
ject to an oral agreement between the 
parties covering accounts payable of 
West River. 

It was disclosed at a December hear- 
ing in Rutland that West River op- 
erates a telephone system in the town 
of Mount Holly serving about 55 cus- 
tomers with about 25 miles of pole line 
and a central office. Gross revenue for 
the year 1943 was $1,578.21 and net 
income was $24.55 with no charge for 
depreciation expense. 

There were no other offers for the 
West River plant although the report 


TELEPHONY 














FEBI 


HATCHET TYPE IRON... for better 
balance and less operator fatigue 


(PATENT PENDING) 


Offering even greater ease in handling than the 
light-weight irons now used for difficult, intricate 
soldering, the Hatchet Type iron is especially engi- 
neered and designed for operator comfort. Non- 
tiring even after hours of continuous use, these 
soldering units have all the extra advantages in- 
cluded in every HEXACON iron—replaceable ele- 
ments of highest grade nickel-chromium wire, tips 
of hard-drawn copper, hexagon-shaped barrels for 
maximum heat dissipation during intermittent use, 
Underwriters’ Laboratories approval, etc. 


HEXACON ELECTRIC COMPANY 


137 WEST CLAY AVENUE, ROSELLE PARK, NEW JERSEY 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BULLETINS 
The complete diversified range of HEXACON 
soldering irons is described in detail in fully- 
illustrated literature. Ranging from 40 to 700 
watts, and with tip diameters from Y%," to 1%", 
HEXACON irons are available to meet every re- 
quirement. Write today—there is no obligation, 
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stated that the New England Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. might purchase it if 
the proposed sale were not consum- 
mated. 


Vv 


Michigan Bell Files Suit in 
Opposition to Rate Rebate Order 

The Michigan Bell Telephone Co., 
Detroit, on January 23 filed suit in 
Ingham County Circuit Court in an 
effort to prevent enforcement of a 
Michigan Public Service Commission 
order to refund $3,500,000 of its reve- 
nues to patrons. (TELEPHONY, January 
27, page 23.) 

The company asked temporary and 
permanent injunctions against the 
order, contending the return from its 
charges was “not so high as to be un- 
just and unreasonable.” It contended 
the commission exceeded its authority 
in attempting to issue a retroactive 
rate fixing order. The company also 
contended the order was “onerous” and 
not based upon good ratemaking prac- 
tice. 


Vv 


Grants Telephone Extension 
Construction by the Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone Co. of additional facilities be- 
tween Vandalia and Centralia, IIl., at 
an estimated cost of $298,400 was au- 
thorized by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission on January 26. 


Vv 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 

Federal Communications Commission 

January 1: Granted 60-day authority 
to American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., Long Lines Department, to operate 
. ra between Wilson and Tarboro, 

January 8: Granted authority to 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
to supplement existing facilities be- 
tween Sausalito and Point Reyes, Calif., 
by renting and operating three quads 
and one pair of conductors between 
these points. Approximate annual cost 
for conductors’ use, $18,800. 

January 9: Granted authority to 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. and Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. to supplement existing facilities be- 
tween Shreveport, La., and Dallas, Tex. 
Estimated cost, $3,684,000. 

January 9: Granted authority to 
Ohio Bell Telephone Co. to supplement 
existing facilities between Lisbon and 
Steubenville. Estimated cost, $354,000. 

January 10: Granted authority to 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
and New York Telephone Co. to supple- 
ment existing facilities between New 
York, N. Y., and Atlanta, Ga., and 
other points, Estimated cost, $3,536,000. 

January 15: Granted extension of 
special temporary authority to Illinois 
Bell Telephone Co., Lake Bluff, to op- 
erate WAY using additional frequen- 
cies 2782, 4162.5 kilocycles unlimited; 
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USITA PAYS TRIBUTE TO C. C. DEERING . 











United States 
Tndependent Telephone Association 


— A sae So 


\QOjharles C Deering 


aa Teer 














11 October 19,1944. Charles C.Deerma re signed ase Sceretary of 
the United States liudepe ndent Telephone Association and retired 


from active werk Jalthorudh he remains ae a Director of the Aseactation. 


It ts dcemed appropriate to review briefly the services which thie 


unusual nia has rendered to tye Association « RM MINA NEN NAH 


lected first in 1906, as Secretary of the predecessor Association 
hrnrown as the International Independent Telephone Association Mr 
Deerina hept the records of that Association for fourteen vears without 
semunesation . In the spring of 1920, the present Association having 
succeeded the old International Association , Mr Deering was elected as 
Full-time salaried Secretary-Treasurer of the United States Independent 
Telephone Association vin which capacity he has served faithfully lovally 
and eHiciently for nearly twenty-five ‘vears. eS = “Res Ok. “S42 SS Se 


quarter of a century spent in one position deserves comment and, 
fince Mr. Deering represents one of the real pioneers in the Independ- 
ent telephone field ee will be of interest to note that he began his first 
telephone work nearly half a century ago. helping to build and operate 
Independent telephone exchanges in eastern Nebraska and western Lowa. 


Dung these many vears he has enjoved the widest possible acquaint. 
ance with thousands of Independent telephone men. His smiling face 
and cheerful voice have been a valuable asset and friendly attraction at 
the many telephone meetings and conventions in which he hae actively 
participated throughout the Vears . ae SO ee ee 


Me Deering possesses all these cardinal traite of honesty and 
lovalty which typify an outstanding American citizen. His efficient 

service will be an example and his conduct will be an inspiration ,to hie 
successor. >= = as FE Ss ER 
his tribute carries with it the genuine regret of his many associates 

in the telephone field who deplore the 

but it likewise carries with it their genuine wishes that he may enjoy 
many pleasant and happy yeare wet te come .cm SA 


Cee, Kea Rasy * Sw) Corfeser, 


November 1, 1944 








necessity for hie retirement, 








The above is a reproduction of the parchment scroll containing a tribute to CHARLES C. DEERING 


by the United States Independent Teleph 





Association in recognition of his long and faithful 


service to the association as its secretary-treasurer. Mr. Deering retired from that position last 
October after serving the present national association for 24 consecutive years. Previously, he 


served as secretary of the old Internationa 


1 Ind 


dent Teleph 


Association. (TELEPHONY, 





October 28, 1944, page 30.) 


6455, 8840 and 11090 kilocycles day 
only, for communication with ship tele- 
phone stations on Mississippi River and 
connecting inland waters. Condition: 
Authority to continue from February 
1 until further order, but not beyond 
August 1, 1945. 


January 15: Granted authority to 
Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. to 


supplement existing facilities between 
Portland, Ore., and Spokane, Wash. 
Estimated cost, $187,410. 

January 16: Granted Bell Telephone 
Co. of Pennsylvania authority to sup- 
plement existing facilities between 
Bellefonte and Tyrone Junction. Esti- 
mated cost, $283,055. 

January 16: Granted American Tele- 
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phone & Telegraph Co. authority to 
supplement existing facilities between 
Washington, D. C., and Charlotte, N. C. 
Estimated cost, $6,570,000. 


Kansas State Corporation Commission 


February 20: Hearing on application 
of Farmers Mutual Telephone Co. for 
authority to make certain rate changes 
for service at Wellington and South 
Haven. Continued from December 12. 

February 27: Hearing on application 
of Farmers Cooperative Telephone Co., 
Halls Summit, for authority to make 
certain rate changes. 

March 7: Hearing on complaint of 
A. J. Detrixhe and three neighbors 
against Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. and American Telephone Co., Abi- 
lene, for relocation of boundary line. 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission 

February 14: Hearing on application 
of Oney Telephone Exchange, Albert, 
for authority to increase rural rates. 

Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

January 31: Hearing on application 
of Tenney Telephone Co., Alma, for 
authority to increase rates and for per- 
mission to install a new switchboard. 


Vv 


Bill To Protect Secrecy 
Of Telephone Conversation 

(Special to TetepHony) —A bill (S. 
376) recently was introduced in Con- 
gress by Senator Langer (R., N. D.) to 
make it a crime for any person “to 
own, possess or use within the United 
States, any listening device by means 
of which the human voice may be 
heard at distances beyond the normal 
range thereof without the use of a 
transmitting device or apparatus,” un- 
less the use of such device is registered 
in accordance with rules prescribed by 
the Attorney General. 

Senator Langer’s bill is designed to 
prevent unauthorized interception of 
telephone conversation, as well as sur- 
reptitious “listening in” to ordinary 
private room conversations through the 
use of such devices as concealed wire 
or wireless “pick-up” transmitters, so- 
called “bugs,” and so forth. In addition 
to covering wire-tapping devices, ob- 
servers also believed the bill’s language 
broad enough to cover induction coils 
and other listening devices which do 
not make use of physical contact with 
telephone wires. 

It was not clear, however, whether 
the Langer Bill would also prohibit 
the use of dictaphones or other record- 
ing devices for making a permanent 
record of telephone conversations, in 
the absence of prior knowledge and 
consent to the use of such recording 
devices by both parties to the telephone 
conversation. In fact, the bill, in its 
original form, was so loosely drawn 
that legal observers raised the ques- 
tion of whether, by strict construction, 
it could not be interpreted in such a 
manner as to make any ordinary tele- 
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(aes is no “fair weather” 


supply source. When emergencies strike, GRAYBAR 
swings into action fast, to help you restore com- 
munications. For instance, after one recent sleet 
storm, GRAYBAR’S local warehouse staff was on the 
job before dawn. A truckload of emergency pole- 
line supplies was delivered at 7:30, less than two 
hours after the telephone company’s “S.O.S.” had 
reached the Graybar Manager at home. 


























Effective action like this results from close con- 
tact “all-year-round” with your individual needs 
and standards. Then, our years of experience in 
planning stocks to meet emergencies helps, too. 
And even if one GRAYBAR warehouse can’t meet 
essential needs, supplies can often be rallied to 
your job from other warehouses in GRAYBAR’S 
nationwide distribution network. 

To gear this emergency service to your particu. 
lar needs, it will pay you to establish contact with 
your Graybar Man. 4509 
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Executive Offices: GRAYBAR BUILDING, NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 
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phone conversation illegal unless the 
telephone industry registers its entire 
operations with the Attorney General. 

The bill, which carries penalties up 
to twenty years’ imprisonment and fines 
up to $50,000 for violations, was re- 
ferred to the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


Vv 


Michigan Association Cancels 
Annual Meeting 

In compliance with the request of 
Col. J. Monroe Johnson, chairman of 
the war committee on conventions, to 
discontinue all meetings or conventions 





eee WANTED—MALE—Con. 


HELP bE eee 


attended by 50 or more persons, the 
directors of the Michigan Independent 
Telephone Association have voted to 
cancel their annual meeting this year. 

The directors will hold meetings dur- 
ing the year to transact the required 
business and to consider a plan of hold- 
ing several small district meetings 
later. 
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Frank H. Woods Chapter Holds 
Five Group Meetings 

In compliance with the request of 
the Office of Defense Transportation 
that large group meetings be aban- 
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doned for the duration, the Frank H, 
Woods Chapter of the Independent Pio- 
neer Telephone Association abandoned 
its annual January convention and in- 
stead held five group meetings. 

The group meetings were held at 
Nebraska City on January 15, at 
Beatrice on January 16, at Hastings 
on January 18, York on January 22 and 
at Lincoln on January 23. It was 
thought that because of transportation 
difficulties this plan would increase 
attendance and interest, which it did. 
The informal programs included re- 
freshments, motion picture showing of 
war films and other entertainment 
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Suffers Back injuries 
In Fall from Pole 

Vestor Kersh, Humble, Tex., who 
with his brother, Charles Kersh, owns 
and operates the Home Telephone Co., 
has been confined in the Memorial 
Hospital in Houston, Tex., since No- 
vember 9, 1944, recuperating from in- 
juries incurred in a fall from a tele- 
phone pole. 

As a result of the labor shortage, 
Mr. Kersh found it necessary to carry 
on his maintenance work. Due to a 
faulty safety strap, Mr. Kersh fell 
from a pole and suffered serious back 
injuries. It is expected he will leave 
the hospital in several weeks. 


Vv 


Rifle Shots Cut Cable 
At Ottawa, Ill. 


Vandals who used a cable of the 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. as a target 
for rifle shots on January 18, put 59 
Ottawa telephones out of order, and 
service was not restored until the fol- 
lowing day. The cable crosses the Fox 
River and is close to a foot bridge. By 
standing on the foot bridge, the vandals 
were so close to the cable, which is half 
an inch thick, that they could easily 
hit it with rifle shots. 

One section of the cable was shot in 
two. Because of the nature of the 
break and its location, work of making 
repairs had to be delayed. 





CORRECTION 


An error was inadvertently 
made in the caption under the 
photographs at the bottom of 
page 28 of the January 13 issue 
of TELEPHONY. The caption 
should have read as follows: 
“LEFT PHOTO: Front view of 
switching equipment, power board 
and main distributing frame at 
Worthington. RIGHT PHOTO: 
Rear view of switching equip- 
ment.” 
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Lumber Shortage Critical, 
WPB Announces 

According to a release from the War 
Production Board, a critical shortage in 
the supply of lumber and pulpwood is 
again threatening the production of 
essential war materials in this country. 
Severe decreases in the output of lum- 
ber and pulpwood, due to the lack of 
manpower, and an increasing need for 
these products to meet essential mili- 
tary demands are the principal factors 
affecting the supply of these materials. 

To alleviate this situation, Tudor 
Bowen, chairman of the Coordinating 
Area Production Urgency Committee, 
recently sent a field service bulletin to 
War Production Board regional direc- 
tors, Production Urgency Committee 
chairmen, and district managers re- 
questing that they give every possible 
consideration in granting sufficiently 
high urgency ratings to insure ade- 
quate manpower referrals to produc- 
tion of logs, lumber and pulpwood. 

It was pointed out that an increase 
in the production of lumber and pulp- 
wood throughout the entire nation is 
essential to the war effort. Lumber is 
now in such critical short supply that 
a number of important military pro- 
grams are seriously affected. Unless 
action is taken immediately to relieve 
the manpower and equipment situation, 
it may be necessary for the military 
to reschedule some of their essential 
programs. Overall lumber production 
has decreased steadily month by month 
since August. The supply for the first 
quarter of 1945 is estimated to be 18 
per cent below requirements. 

Overall pulpwood inventories in the 
United States have dropped 12 per cent 
in the months of September through 
November of 1944. Much of the avail- 
able wood pulp supply is now going 
for non-paper usage such as explosives, 
rayon and cellophane, and the require- 
ments of wood pulp for such materials 
as military shipping containers and ex- 
plosives are expanding rapidly. 

The release of this bulletin points out 
the serious shortage of all forest prod- 
ucts and requests the help of local 
Production Urgency Committees in re- 
ferring all possible manpower to the 
production of lumber and pulpwood. 


Vv 


Guam Gets Modern Telephones 

Guam, which had 500 magneto tele- 
phones before the war, is getting a 
modern telephone system to serve serv- 
ice installations, it was reported on 
January 18. The work is the first in a 
project which will put similar systems 
on several Pacific islands. Men from 
all branches of the service participated 
in the project. 
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The rounded nose 
mits working in confined 
Spaces—no sharp edges 
to nick wires 





Matched 
jaws—ser- 
rated inside 


cfersure (WHY 


grip 





Sharp knives 
are matched 
and honed to 
assure Clean 
cutting 


STAND FIRST 


“Hand fit” handle 








Hinge—perfect fit— 
jaws do not get out 
of alignment 


Spring tempering 
in the handle, pre- 
Perfect balance vents tiring hands 
with weight prop- 
erly distributed 
makes Klein’s 
easier to use 





Ask a lineman—electrician—or a skilled craftsman 
in any field why he prefers Klein pliers. He may 
mention the balance of Kleins that makes them feel 
comfortable—the sharp knives that stay keen even 
after years of service—the jaws that grip tight or 
the spring in the handles that prevents tired hands. 
All of these qualities are evidences of the careful 
design—the years of experience—the hand-crafts- 
manship methods by which Klein pliers are made. 
But even more they typify the careful control of 
every step in the manufacture—from the specifica- 
tion of the high grade tool steel made to our anal- 
ysis to the individual inspection every pair of Klein’s 
receives before it is boxed ready for shipment. 
Obviously it costs more to produce pliers by Klein 
craftsmanship methods—but users of good tools 
recognize that the higher quality of these tools— 
the better service they render—the longer life they 
assure—are well worth the additional cost. 


ASK YOUR SUPPLIER 


Foreign Distributor: 
International Standard Electric Corp., New York 


oom LEN 





Ray Chambers Operator 
For Eighth Air Force in London 
Sgt. Ray Chambers, former telephone 
lineman for the Lincoln (Neb.) Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., who saw the 
first Japanese aggression against China 
while a soldier in Shanghai in 1932, is 
now telephone operator for an Eighth 
Air Force fighter station in England. 
Sergeant Chambers handles military 
calls in the 78th Fighter Group, com- 
manded by Col. Frederic C. Gray, 
Abilene, Tex. The group flies escort 
for heavy bombers attacking targets 
deep in the Reich and bombs and 





strafes Nazi communication and sup- 
ply lines. 

Operator Chambers was sent to 
Shanghai as telephone lineman and op- 
erator with an infantry regiment when 
the Japanese attacked the Chapei area 
of the city. Soldiers of both sides had 
been fighting in the International Set- 
tlement, and American and British 
forces pushed both out of the area. 

“We didn’t have any trouble with 
either side,” Sergeant Chambers re- 
calls. “However, the Japs were brutal 
in their treatment of captured areas, 
bayoneting and shooting on the slight- 


RAF TSMANSHIP 


Craftsman of the Middle Ages 
(From an eld print) 


At right—FORGED STEEL CRAFTSMAN buffing 
a pair of Vacuum Grip Pliers to a high finish. 


ACE in the early centuries metal work- 
ers turned out amazing masterpieces 
through sheer skill of hand. They called it 
justly 


“Craftsmanship” —and they were 
proud of their finely wrought products. 


We, today, are equally proud of the Crafts- 
manship that goes into the manufacture of 


Vacuum Grip Pliers. 


Craftsmanship, applied to pliers, is the 
skill that makes a perfectly ground, easy- 
riding joint—sharp, pointed gripping teeth 
of uniform shape—and cutting blades 
Precision 
throughout, right down to the final grinding 


matched to exact opposites. 


and polishing. 


As a result of these perfections, Vacuum 
Grip Pliers give the mechanic positive action 
on the toughest pliers operations—at a 


saving of time, temper and energy. 


Vacuum Grip Diagonal Cutters and Vacuum Grip 
Pliers —two outstanding examples of 


Lineman 
Vacuum Grip Craftsmanship. 


Forged Steel Products Co., Newport, Pa. 


Vacuum Grip Pliers 








SGT. RAY CHAMBERS 


est excuse. On one occasion they tied 
a mother and her 14 year old daughter 
to a wall and burned both alive.” 


After the trouble in Shanghai was 
over, Sergeant Chambers returned to 
the United States, leaving the Army 
after his enlistment term. His regiment 
returned to the Philippine Islands and 
remained there until the Japanese at- 
tacked in 1941. They fought through 
the Bataan campaign. 


In his present assignment, the ser- 
geant relays military messages, sup- 
plies information, records calls and toll 
charges and listens for violations of 
military security. He often connects 300 
calls an hour. The Nebraskan has been 
overseas more than 18 months. 


Vv 


Chesapeake & Potomac Company 
Promotes Two Officers 

Charles A. Robinson was elected vice 
president, secretary and treasurer of 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co. 
of the District of Columbia, it was an- 
nounced January 17, following a di- 
rectors’ meeting. 

Mr. Robinson is succeeded as general 
manager of the Washington company 
by H. Randolph Maddox, former vice 
president and general manager of the 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co. 
of West Virginia who recently went to 
Washington as vice president. 


Vv 


Receives Promotion 

M. E. TRONBOL, auditor of the gen- 
eral accounting department of the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Co., 
Omaha, recently was named assistant 
personnel director to the vice president. 
His old duties are being taken over by 
D. R. CotBy and W. A. WEUCEL of the 
accounting department. 
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Another Rural Telephone Bill 
introduced in Congress 

A bill (H. R. 1665) was introduced 
on January 22 in Congress by Repre- 
sentative W. R. Poage (D., Tex.) to 
provide rural telephones. This bill 
would accomplish all of the objectives 
of the earlier Hill-Patrick bills, even to 
the extent of using identical text for 
the major portion of the bill. (TELEPH- 
ONY, January 27, page 14.) There are, 
however, two very important differ- 
ences. [See “In The Nation’s Capital” 
for further information on the Poage 
Bill.] 

(1) Instead of setting up an inde- 
pendent RTA, the Poage Bill gives such 
authority entirely to the REA, under 
the Agriculture Department. It thus 
becomes, in effect, an amendment to 
the Rural Electrification Administra- 
tion Act and as such stands a chance 
of more prompt consideration by Con- 
gress in connection with other pending 
REA matters. 

(2) Unlike the Hill-Patrick bills, 
which provide a fund of $100,000,000 


for loans, the Poage Bill simply ex- | 





tends indefinite authority for telephone | 


loans to the REA, drawn on REA 
general funds. Thus, if the pending 


Lucas Bill (boosting REA lending | 


authority) were enacted, together with | 


the Poage Bill, the REA administrator 


could make loans up to more than a | 


half-billion for any combination of 
electric or telephone projects he saw fit. 
Incidentally, some Senate opposition is 
looming to confirmation of Aubrey Wil- 
liams, appointed to head REA. 
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Missing in Action 

Prec. E. SWATSWORTH, 20, a former 
employe of The Bell Telephone Co. of 
Pennsylvania at its Philipsburg ex- 
change, was reported missing in action 
in Belgium since December 18, in a 
telegram from the War Department 
received by his parents on January 6. 





Best Story of the Week— 
What's Yours? 


The training of operators these 
busy war days has its humorous 
side for the harried and over- 
worked supervisors and chief op- 
erators. One day a student opera- 
tor of the Chesapeake & Potomoc 
Telephone Co. was told by an in- 
structor not to time a WH report 
but to waive it. 

Whereupon the obliging new 
operator picked up the ticket and 
started waving it in the air, to the 
startled amusement of her co- 
workers. 
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ADOS HOURS TO YOUR WORK WEEK 


WEBSTERRELECTRIC 

















Alaa will keep your lines 
open for revenue 
producing calls... 








































Teletalk Intercommunication Systems will take the load of 


inter-plant and inter-office calls off the telephone system. 
They will speed up time needed for many calls . . . keep your 


lines open for revenue producing business. 


Every subscriber whom you influence to purchase a time- 
saving Teletalk Intercommunication System increases your 


revenue in two ways. 


Teletalk is easy to sell, especially in these war busy days 
when the utmost use must be made of every bit of manpower. 
Its convenient voice-to-voice contact between key depart- 
ments conserves time and energy, increases the efficiency of 
every business. Teletalk is economical to buy and use, easy 


to install, takes its power directly from the electric light circuit. 


Show your subscribers the advantages of being able to 
quickly call individuals to the telephone . . . to secure infor- 
mation wanted without delay. There is a size and type of 
Teletalk system to meet the needs of every business . . . large 
or small. Write us today for full information on how Teletalk 


can increase your revenue. 


Licensed under Ll S. Patents of Western Electric Company, 
Incorporated, and American Telephone and Telegraph Company 


Let's All Back the Attack Buy Extra War Bonds 














U.S.A. d 1909 + Export Dept.: 13 E. 40th Street, New York (16), MH. Y.: Cable Address “ARLAB” New York City 


> Quality is a Responsibility and Fair Dealing an Obligation 





New York Companies Receive 
Tribute for War Service 

Wartime services of telephone com- 
panies in New York State received 
public tribute recently. 

A certificate of commendation, 
awarded by the state war council in 
recognition of outstanding cooperation 
in safeguarding lives and property dur- 
ing the war emergency, was presented 
representatives of the 167 telephone 
companies of the state at a luncheon in 
the DeWitt Clinton Hotel, Albany. 

The certificate, signed by Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey, was presented by 
Col. Edward C. O. Thomas, state di- 
rector of civilian protection. It was 
accepted on behalf of telephone em- 
ployes and management by Louis H. 
Meyer, president of the New York State 
Telephone Association and vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the Up- 





COL. EDWARD C. O. THOMAS presents certificate of commendation to L. H. MEYER, president, 
New York State Teleph 


i tabi, 


Left to right: COLONEL THOMAS, D. H. WALKER, execu- 





state Telephone Corp., Johnstown, N. Y. 
Also participating in the ceremony 
were Brig. Gen. Edmund L. Daley, 
USA, retired, chairman of the commit- 


tive secretary of the New York association; MR. MEYER and FRED S. FLORANCE, Monroe, N. Y., 


association vice president. 


tee on awards, and John J. Farrell, 
deputy director of civilian protection, 
eastern district. 

Telephone people who attended from 
various sections of the state included: 
D. H. Walker, F. H. Fuller, W. M. 


Mead and S. A. Miller, Albany; F. H. 
Florance and F. S. Florance, Monroe; 
F. D. Fancher, Middletown; C. M. 
Sayer, Chatham; L. W. Seguine, Hope- 
well Junction; F. A. Kelly, Kinderhook; 
D. F. Davison, Spenceport; Russell 
Deyo, Schoharie; C. T. Weston, Port 


Byron; E. A. Adams and E. B. Bab- 
eaux, Johnstown; Frank Ryder, Coble- 
skill; R. M. Dean, West Lebanon; A. J. 
Bohnsack, Germantown; John D. Ack- 
ley, Copake; W. A. Seely, Norwich; C. 
E. Purple, Greene, and Malcolm Gris- 
wold, Phelps. 
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“«MEGGER’’* 3 
INSULATION TESTER | 


-»-nhow made in U. S.A. 


For the past two years we have been building in our Phila- 
delphia factory these remarkable instruments which are so 
useful to the telephone companies for testing wires in cables 
and for other insulation resistance tests. 

Although deliveries of ““Megger”’ instruments are still 
being scheduled by WPB, those having the most urgent need 
receive precedence. Now, more than ever, maintenance of 
communications is vital, and your requirements assume major 
importance. If you are in need of a ““Megger’’ Tester in your 
installation, maintenance and trouble-shooting work, write 
for literature and the proper procedure for securing WPB 
approval. Ask for Bulletin 1735-T. 


‘mami JAMES G. BIDDLE CO. 


of. 1211-13 ARCH ST., PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


— 
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ASSURES 
) COMPLETE 
SATISFACTION 


FOR THE 
RINGING. 
~ ea Bee - 


ONE OF THE MANY 
reasons why Sub-Cycle is 
so popular as a Ringing 
Converter is because once 
put in service it requires 
absolutely no routine 
maintenance. 


In Sub-Cycle there are 
no moving parts; nothing 
to adjust. It will not in- 
terfere with radio recep- 
tion. 

Here is a most dependa- 
ble source of signaling 
that will go on delivering 
quiet, economical, effi- 
cient service for you day 
after day for a long 
period of time. 


Sub-Cycle is built for heavy duty. 
It is made in 6 models for loads 
from small PBX to large central 
office. Output capacity 7!/2 watts 
° to 40/50 watts. 


ALSO PULSATORS ° 
SOLD BY LEADING DISTRIBUTORS 


THE LORAIN PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


LORAIN, OHIO 
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Nearly half a century 
of engine building experience 


In the new Viking Diesel, Ster- 
ling presents the advanced-design 
engine of tomorrow—a stationary 
power plant backed by nearly 
half a century of engineering ex- 
perience. Covering a wide range 
of job applications for continuous 
duty or stand-by service, there 
are six and eight cylinder mod- 
els—supercharged and unsuper- 
charged—from 275 to 650 horse- 


— ready for you now! 


power. Light weight, unusual 
compactness, operating economy 
and job adaptability are features 
fully explained i in the illustrated 
engineering data we would like 
to send you. Outline your power 
requirements. Orders accepted 
now for early delivery. 

* Other Sterling engines—gasoline, 


gas, butane and Diesel, from 85 to 
1800 horsepower—are also available. 


“KEEP BUYING WAR BONDS” 
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DIESEL 


STERLING ENGINE COMPANY, 1293 NIAGARA ST., BUFFALO 13, N. Y. Offices in New York, Washington and Chicago 
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County Highway Maps Prove 


| Helpful in Laying Out Lines 


Morris S. Burton, assistant to the 
general manager, Gulf States Telephone 
Co., Tyler, Tex., recently sent to TE- 
LEPHONY a portion of a county road 
map, shown in the accompanying illus- 
tration, which his company uses in lay- 
ing out rural telephone lines. 


drainage structures and railroad grade 
crossings. 

As a result of the survey, which jt 
is understood was conducted in most 
all of the states, base road maps were 
prepared and distributed. These map, 
were prepared from field surveys from 
automobiles, combined with contro 
under polyconic projection by using 











Mr. Burton reports that, in Texas, 
these maps may be secured from the 
Texas Highway Department. He points 
out that the maps are accurate and 
complete in regard to showing high- 
ways and the location of every farm 


| house outside the various developed 


areas. Therefore, they are valuable in 
planning routes for telephone circuits. 


Mr. Burton suggests that telephone 
companies make inquiry to their state 
highway departments to see if such 
maps are available in their states, as 
they would be of considerable assist- 
ance in the industry’s rural expansion 
program. 


These accurate county road maps 
originally were prepared in 19388 by 
the state-wide highway planning sur- 
vey under the Texas State Highway 
Department in cooperation with the 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture. Their original purpose was to 
establish accurate county road maps 
with particular emphasis on the con- 
dition of the road and the associated 


U.S. Coast and Geodetic Surveys, U.S. 
Geological Surveys, U. S. Engineer's 
Surveys, and alignments of railroads 
and highways. This control resulted in 
very accurate base maps for each 
county. 

The maps show all roads, identified 
by type, all railroads, all streams, 
whether intermittent or continuous flow, 
all cities and villages, with insets ona 
larger scale to identify details, and all 
farm units, dwellings, schools, churches, 
cemeteries, and other buildings. This 
last item makes them most valuable for 
use in developing plans for rural tele- 
phone construction, since every indi- 
vidual house or building is located accu- 
rately. The maps were blue line prints 
on white paper making them very legi- 
ble. 

Vv 


City Council Considers Tax 

It has been reported that the Irom 
ton (Ohio) city council is considering 
a city tax of 5 per cent on all utility 
bills. 


TELEPHONY 





Sells 
Inde 

De 
Coun 
Fisk 
the F 
F. M 

Th 
be co 
ment: 

Mi 


prope 


"Gr 

Pv 
ing ¢ 
with 
when 
800 
the | 
Serik 
in tu 
train 
dier 
stuck 
gled 
glass 
his ¢ 
his e 


















A RESOLUTION 


Whereas neighborliness and po- 
liteness promote better service on 
party line telephones: 





Therefore Be It Resolved that 
each party line user will: 
(1) Make sure the line is not 


in use before attempting to place 
a call. 





- at 
(2) Avoid interrupting others 
who are using the line. 
(3) Not hold up the line with 
lengthy conversations. 


.— 
ai (4) Answer calls promptly. 

7 | (5) Replace the receiver care- 
P fully after each cal] SO as not to 
I, prevent use of the line by others 
| a pe a making a number 

| ‘alls in succession. 
(7) Restrain small children 

—~< from excessive use of the line. 


(8) Concede the line to others 
in valid emergencies. 


—i 





Sells Fisk, Mo., 
Independent 

_ Dewey Waller, owner of the Butler 
County Telephone Co. which 


a @88 «@ 
————_ 
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Serves 

























o vag Qulin, Mo., announced sale of 
| ~ ese property on January 16 to H. 
- Mansbridge and L. B. McKinze] 
The new operators said service wil] 
€ continued at Fisk and that improv 
ments will be made. sata 
Mr. Waller said he has placed tl] 
ry Property at Qulin on Sale, . 
~ "Greets" German 
PvT. WALTER SCRIBNER was re air 
U.S ing communications lines at the tre 
1eer’s with the U. S. Seventh Army in Fr: 
roads when he noticed a movement on a hill 
ed in 800 yards away. He quickly nti a 
each the hill with his binoculars pera 
Scribner saw a German soldier ae 
ified . turn, Picked up his field glasses é 
my trained them on Private Scribner. Sol 
iol dier Scribner laid his glasses praca 
ma § Stuck his thumbs in his ears and “ i. 
al _ his fingers, Then, Picking u his 
me _— again, he saw the Semen a 
*his _ glasses down, stick his thumt v 
for is ears, and Wiggle back. wit 
ele- 
idi- tas 
cu & Railroad Installs Radio-Teleph 
- he New York Central Rai pe 
gi- hounced recent] th ai reece 
 spealagen y that radio-telephones | 
~ installed on its Indianapolis 
“+ to Springfield, Ohi ivisi 
_. aa , 10, division, a 
t 140 miles. The improve. | 
ment permits telephonic voj amet] 
: me phos olce commu- | 
een stations and between | 


dis i 
Patchers and moving trains. At pres- | 


ent, the install ion is Oo 
i at 
. 1 bs con fined to | 
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Factory and General Offices: 
Branch Offices: 







STROMBERG-CARLSON 


RECOMMENDS — 





A Powertul 
RINGING CURRENT 


. . . that meets the EXACTING 
REQUIREMENTS of your needs. 
SUB-CYCLE has proven its su- 
periority under the most severe 
operating conditions because it 
has . 


* No Moving Parts 

* Requires No Routine Maintenance 
* Nothing to Lubricate 

* No Radio Reception Interference 
* Economical, Quiet Operation 








To Suit Your Demands 
6 Models 


Ranging from an output of 7!/2— 
40/50 watts covering use with 
P.B.X.'s to large central offices. 











“The Choice of the Telephone 
Industry” 


















No. 955 
STATION 
PROTECTORS 


Listed as Standard by the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories. 


The Reliable No. 955 INDIVIDUAL 
STATION PROTECTOR has all the 
features of the well-known line of 
RELIABLE PROTECTORS which have 
made them the standard of inde- 
pendent operating companies and 
railroads. This protector is of one 
piece design which simplifies mount- 
ing and eliminates any need for as- 
bestos mats. The protector is neat 
and compact with connections easily 
accessible. 

Made with special, low absorption 
porcelain base, phosphor bronze fuse 
clips and discharge block springs, 
and heavy binding posts with studs 
treated to prevent season cracking. 
Equipped with Reliable self-cleaning 
sawtooth discharge blocks and car- 
bons which drain minor static dis- 
charges without leaving a ground 
on the line. 

The No. 955 is equipped with two 
No, 55 seven ampere fuses. 

The No. 955-A has clips which bite 
into the fuse tips and is equipped 
with two No. 77 seven ampere fuses. 
Other fuse capacities are supplied 
on these protectors when specified. 


“RELIABLE” 


IDENTIFIES 
THE QUALITY 


COMPANY 


Rochester 3, New York, U.S. A. 
Chicago, Kansas City, Sa 


n Francisco, Toronto 
















































HEMINGRAY 
INSULATORS 


Favorably Known 
Since 1870 


Se ‘| 
. —, ; 
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m 


HEMINGRAY No. 42 
Standard for many years. 
Its long leakage path keeps 
toll lines trouble-free. 


ALL FIRSTS—NO SECONDS! 


Hemingray Insulators are checked 
and rechecked—all along the pro- 
duction line. 

Checked carefully by visual 
inspection — checked thoroughly 
under exacting laboratory control! 

That’s why Hemingrays are so 
uniform, so dependable. That’s why 
Hemingrays cost so little in actual 
service life. 

Hemingrays are sold by principal 
jobbers and are manufactured by 
Owens-Illinois, Hemingray Division, 
Muncie, Indiana. 


OWENS-ILLINOIS 


HEMINGRAY INSULATORS 
Telephone -Telegraph 


Export Agents: International Standard 


Electric Corporation, New York City 























C. R. Brown, Retired Telephone 
Official, Dies 

The Independent telephone industry 
lost one of its most prominent and able 
telephone executives in the sudden 
death of C. R. Brown, who recently re- 
tired as vice president and general 
manager of the Illinois Commercial 
Telephone Co. of Springfield, in Pasa- 
dena, Calif., on January 28. Mr. 
Brown’s death resulted from a heart 
attack. 





Cc. R. BROWN 


After his retirement from the Illinois 
Commercial company last July, he went 
to Pasadena to live and was active until 
the day of his death. 

Mr. Brown, who had been vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the IIli- 
nois Commercial organization for 12 
years, had been identified with the tele- 
phone industry for more than 40 years. 

Upon graduation from Knox College, 
Galesburg, Ill., Mr. Brown entered the 


| employ of the Bell System in 1900 as 


a troubleman, later being advanced to 
plant inspector and switchboardman. 
After several years’ service with the 
Bell System, he entered the Independ- 
ent field where he has had diversified 
experience, holding many executive 
positions, among which were: Chief en- 
gineer, Sterling Electric Co.; assistant 
to general manager, Holtzer-Cabot Co.; 
sales manager, southern branch of 


| Johns-Manville Co., and sales engineer, 





Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 

In 1920 he accepted the position of 
chief engineer of the Commonwealth 
Telephone Co., Madison,. which is now 
a part of the General Telephone Sys- 
tem. He was later appointed chief en- 
gineer of the central and eastern group 
companies of that system operating in 
the states of Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, 
Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania and New York. 

From 1930 to 1932, Mr. Brown was 
vice president in charge of operations 


for the central group operating cop. 
panies of the General System, whic 
consisted of the properties in the states 
of Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, 
Michigan, Indiana and Kentucky. Qp 
May 1, 1932, he was appointed vig 
president and general manager of the 
Illinois Commercial Telephone Co, and 
continued until his retirement in the 
same capacity. 

At the time of his retirement, Mr 
Brown also was president of the Pike 
County Telephone Co., Pittsfield, Il, 
and vice president and general map. 
ager of the Central Illinois Telephone 
Co. and the Illinois Standard Telephone 
Co., all of which are a part of the 
General Telephone System. Mr. Brown 
was a director of the Illinois Telephone 
Association for the past 12 years, sery- 
ing as the association’s president for 
two years. At the time of his retire 
ment, he also was a director of the 
Independent Toll Clearing Co., Ine, 
Springfield, Il. 

He is survived by his widow, Emma. 
Interment was in Pasadena. 


Vv 


Michigan Association Appoints 
Rural Telephone Committee 

Charles W. Cheeney, president of 
the Michigan Independent Telephone 
Association, recently appointed a com- 
mittee to draft a statement of policy 
of the Michigan association on the 
Rural Telephone Administration Bill 
now before Congress. The committee's 
statement of policy will be mailed to 
members of the association and to other 
interested parties. It is expected that 
the policy of the association will in- 
clude the drafting of suggested amend- 
ments and changes in the legislation to 
eliminate or correct sections which are 
inimical to the Independent telephone 
industry. 

Members of the committee appointed 
by President Cheeney are: H. R. 
Christensen, Muskegon; E. R. Vaughan, 
South Haven, and B. C. Schweitzer, 
Owosso. 


Vv 
OBITUARY 


MARSHALL BUCKLAND DOWNING, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., retired vice president 
and general manager of the New York 
Telephone Co., died at his home Janv- 
ary 23 after a long illness. He would 
have been 69 years old on March 4 
He retired from the telephone com- 
pany on January 1, 1939, after 40 
years’ service in various Bell System 
companies. He was vice president and 
general manager of the Manhattan 
area of the New York company for 
11 years preceding his retirement. 

Mr. Downing is survived by 
widow and three daughters. 
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British Open Tour of | 
Communications | 
Former Chairman Reith of Cable & 
Wireless, a communications corporation, 
recently left England on a 70,000 mile 
tour as head of the government tele- 
communications mission to the domin- 
ions and India, it was announced Jan- 

vary 23. 

The mission is expected to recom- 
mend government ownership of empire | 
wireless and cable interests, and be- | 
cause the dominions are said to resent | 
London control of their tele-communi- 
cations through Cable & Wireless, it is 
believed a scheme is being devised to 
set up public utility companies in Brit- | 
ain, the dominions and India to safe- | 
guard local sovereignty. 
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Three Bell Men Receive 
Military Promotions 

H. C. Nicholls, former assistant dis- 
trict manager for the Northwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. at Omaha, recently 
was promoted to the rank of colonel 
and is now commanding officer of the | 
southeast sector of the Army commu- 
nication service at the Miami (Fla.) 
Air Field. He has been in service for | 
four years, having been called to ac- | 
tive duty as a member of the National 
Guard. 

Other promotions as lieutenant col- 
onels include James S. Tighe, who was | 
district plant superintendent at Sioux | 
Falls, S. D., and Ralph E. Willey of | 
the chief engineer’s department at 
Minneapolis, Minn. | 


Vv 


Telephone to Aid Drive 
On Absenteeism 
Seeking to lower absenteeism at 
Topeka (Kan.) High School, a teacher | 
calling committee has been formed, its | 
purpose being to telephone the stu- | 
dents’ parents. Announcing the plan, 
E. B. Weaver, acting principal, said 
that 14 teachers are on the committee, 
and in the event they are unable to 
reach the parents by telephone, the in- 
formation is passed on by mail. 
“It is necessary for the teachers to | 
do most of the calling after school and 
evenings,” Mr. Weaver said. “Most 
parents appreciate being called, and 
realize the importance of regular and 
consistent school attendance. In many \ 
instances parents are aware of the ab- o Sp we 
senteeism but feel there is nothing P 
they can do about it.” HUBBARD 
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Secretary-Treasurer Resigns 
J. D. LINDBLAD resigned his position 
as assistant secretary and treasurer 


MANUFACTURERS OF A COMPLETE LINE OF HARDWARE 
with the Thompson (Iowa) Mutual FOR TELEPHONE REQUIREMENTS SINCE 1900 
Telephone Co., effective January 1. 
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Canadian Executive Plans 
Retirement in February 

John E. Lowry, 45-year-veteran of 
telephony in western Canada who rose 
from apprenticeship with the old Na- 
tional Telephone Co. of Great Britain 
to be commissioner of the Manitoba 
Telephone System, one of the seven 
major components of the Trans-Canada 
Telephone System, will retire on pen- 








CANADIAN TELEPHONE NEWS 


sion at the end of February when he 
reaches the superannuation age of 65, 
it is announced. He has held the post 
of commissioner for 23 years. 

Born in Ireland, Mr. Lowry’s career 
embraced leadership in the expansion 
both of rural and urban telephone 
services, particularly in Alberta and 
Manitoba, after he went to Canada in 
1908 to take charge of electrical work 
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on the system at Edmonton, Alta, He 


became superintendent of equipment 
and in 1915, superintendent. He ae. 
cepted the Manitoba position in 1922 at 
the invitation of Hon. Thos. H. John. 
son, attorney general in the provincia] 
government of former Premier T. ¢. 
Norris. 

Under Mr. Lowry’s direction the 
Manitoba system extended its web of 
wires throughout the province, bring. 
ing low-cost service to rural as well as 
urban areas. In 1923 radio service was 
introduced and he was active in estab- 
lishment of station CKY, Winnipeg, and 
CKX, Brandon. He is well known and 
highly regarded over a wide area both 
in Canada and the United States: 

Y Vv 
Canadian Officer Receives 
Distinguished Flying Cross 

Flight-Lieut. Paul A. McFarlane Jr,, 
Montreal, 26-year old son of Vice Presi- 
dent Paul A. McFarlane of the Bell 
Telephone Co. of Canada, has been 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. 

A graduate of Trinity College, Port 
Hope, Ontario, and a former student 
at McGill University, Montreal, Liev- 
tenant McFarlane joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force in April, 1941. 
Winged as an observer at Rivers, Mani- 
toba, and commissioned at Sydney, 
Nova Scotia, he has served at various 
points between Prince Albert, Saskatch- 
ewan, and Newfoundland. He is now 
in Yarmouth, N. S., attached to the 
Atlantic Coastal Command. 


VV 
Special Telephone System 
Introduced to Firemen 
Halifax, Nova more 
than not referred to as “an 


Scotia, often 
eastern 
Canadian port” in wartime despatches, 
has undertaken further air raid pre 
cautions since the recent renewal of 
reports about the probability of robot- 
bombing by the Nazis. 

Maj. O. R. Growell, civil defense di- 
rector there, has described to the city’s 
auxiliary firemen a special telephone 
system ready for use if the regular 
dial services are put out of action in 
any emergency. 
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Awards DSO to Peacetime 
Canadian Telephone Official 

Awarding of the Distinguished Serv- 
ice Order (DSO) to Brig. Ralph Holley 
Keefler, CBE, ED, prominent peacetime 
telephone official of Montreal, was an- 
nounced in the most recent list of 
decorations issued by the Canadian De- 
partment of National Defense, Ottawa, 
Ont. 

A graduate of Royal Military Col- 
lege, Kingston, and before the war 4 
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member of the Second Montreal Regi- 
ment, R.C.A., he rose to command the 
oth Field Battery. In 1938 he took 
command of the Fifth Anti-Aircraft 
Battery, the first “ack-ack” unit in pre- 
war Canadian militia. In 1940 he was 
appointed staff captain of an artillery 
brigade and later became brigade 
majo! 

He attended the staff course at 
Camberley, England, where he grad- 
uated with high marks in 1941. Fora 
time he was director of training at Na- 
tional Defense Headquarters and be- 
came a full colonel. In 1943 he was 
promoted brigadier and appointed to 
the command of a formation overseas. 
His previous honors included the Effi- 
ciency Decoration and Companion of 
the British Empire. 
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Canadian Association Appoints 
Officers, Board Members 

In succession to Fred E. Thompson, 
New Liskeard, Ontario, the new presi- 
dent of the Canadian Independent Tele- 
phone Association is Roy G. Schiedel 
of Breslau. The honorary president is 
James A. McDonald, Toronto. A. G. 
Austin of Wooler is vice president. 
Appointments include that of H. E. 
Cohoon, Aylmer, as secretary, and as 
treasurer, T. B. Rae, Stouffville. 

The board of governors is comprised 
of M. L. Davis, Pembroke; J. A. 
Hughes, Ilderton; J. W. Oliver, Port 
Carling, and D. G. Wadsworth, Mount 
Brydges. S. Adamson is chairman of 
the Bell & Hydro Relations Committee, 
with J. M. Eckert and A. R. Chapman 
as members. The Legislation Commit- 
tee is headed by J. C. McKay, with P. 
R. Craven and Mr. Rae as members. 


Vv 


Aids Recruitment Program 

R. WALLACE DICKSON, special repre- 
sentative of the Bell Telephone Co. of 
Canada and secretary of the Trans- 
Canada Telephone System, was a prom- 
inent member of the Montreal panel 
responsible for the recent success of 
the recruitment program instituted 
there in lining up qualified personnel 
for various positions in Canada and 
abroad required by the United Nations 
Relief & Rehabilitation Administration. 
Results of the Montreal panel’s suc- 
cesses recently were announced at 
Washington, D. C. 
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Canadian Men Honored 

Latest honors’ list given royal sanc- 
tion by King George VI includes men- 
tioned-in-despatches for Group Captain 
Gordon R. McGregor, of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, and confirmation 
in rank of Lieut. Cmdr. Frank G. 
Hutchings, Royal Canadian Naval Re- 


FEBRUARY 3, 1945 














Rip VAN Winkte 


could have made good use of a 


telephone after his long sleep 


ae 


z 


SSS 


ALK le 
4 ) 4 
y Redd 
ys 
4 On — 


Messages are clear and distinct, 
when they come over longlife 
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a century of experience. 


THE WHITNEY BLAKE CO. 


New Haven, Conn 


Well Built wires since 1899 











Construction men choose Dicke 
Tools because of their toughness, 
ruggedness, durability and con- 
venience. 


From post-hole digger to pay-out 
reel you'll find them uniformly 
satisfactory. There's a Dicke Tool 
built to meet your construction 
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Chance Steel Expanding Anchors are 
built to take punishment. They with- 
stand rough treatment in shipping, 
handling, and installing. The ex- 
panding arms will not break or 
come loose. This is important, but 
more important is the fact that 
Chance Steel Expanding anchors 
are designed for bal dloads. 
The blades expand in opposite 
directions equalizing strain. 
They are thin enough to cut 
quickly into the soil. The de- 
structible nut retainer makes 

it possible to retrieve the 
rod or drive it down. 
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serve, commander of H.M.C.S. Copper 
Cliff. Both are former prominent tele- 
phone men at Montreal. 
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Announces Cancellation of 
Telephone-Railway Barter 

Cancellation of a 24-year-old agree- 
ment by which communication and 
transportation have been bartered since 
1921 in Saskatchewan, Canada, was an- 
nounced recently by Telephone Minister 
Williams of the central prairie province. 

No longer, he says, will the provin- 
cial government telephones department 
give free service to the Canadian Na- 
tional Railways, owned and operated by 
the federal government, or to the pri- 
vately-owned Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way in exchange for free transporta- 
tion of Saskatchewan telephone service 
employes. 
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Canadian Elected Director 

Vice president and general manager 
of the New Brunswick Telephone Co., 
and a Canadian business executive, 
Howard P. Robinson of Saint John, 
N. B., has been elected to the board of 
directors of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 


| way Co. 
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Canadian Bell Lists Statistics 


Between September 3, 1939, and the 


| close of 1944, 2,376 Canadian Bell tele- 


| phone men and women had enlisted for 








active service in World War II, accord- 
ing to statistics available as of Decem- 


ber 31, 1944. Returned to work as of 
that date were 228 who had been dig. 
charged. Twenty-eight who were jp 
service had resigned from the telephone 
employ. Fifty-six telephone workers 
from this one company died in serviee, 
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Appointed as Representative 

PAUL F. SISE, president of the North- 
ern Electric Co., Ltd., and a director of 
the Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, re 
cently was appointed a representative 
of the board of McGill University, 
Montreal, on the Senate of that insti- 
tution to fill the unexpired term of 
Co. A. A. MAGEE. 


VV 
R. J. Kuehn Killed in Action 


JOSEPH J. KUEHN, manager of the 
Rhinelander (Wis.) Telephone Com- 
pany, has received word that his son, 
LIEUT. ROBERT J. KUEHN, was killed in 
action on the German battle front De- 
cember 17, 1944. 
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Made Assistant Vice President 
WILLIAM M. WELCH, northeast Phil- 
adelphia district manager for the Bell 
Telephone Co. of Pennsylvania since 
1938, was appointed assistant vice 
president in charge of public relations, 
it was announced January 10. He will 
be succeeded as district manager by 
JAMES H. WILLIAMS, formerly of the 
executive operations department. 


Scene showing a man at work on top of pole at edge of huge drop from bluff, somewhere in 
Australia. 
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Who Will Pay Telephone Bill 
Being Run Up at Wards? 
Concerning the government’s recent 
seizure of Montgomery Ward & Co., a | 
new angle was discussed recently by | 
Phil S. Hanna, financial editor of the | 
Chicago Daily News. The article, in | 
part, is as follows: 


“Whether Ward’s stockholders have 
to pay for it or whether it comes out | 
of the stockholders in the U. S. A. via | 
taxes, it would be interesting to know 
upon what grounds of justification the 
army of occupation found it necessary | 
to put in special direct, long distance | 
telephone lines between Ward’s head- 
quarters in Chicago and Ward’s offices 
in seven other cities. .. . 

“Did the Ward management need 
private telephones to these particular | 
cities or to others where it does busi- | 
ness? The management ‘in exile’ says | 
it didn’t. 

“Ward’s had no such private direct 
telephones to any of its offices. It did 
have teletype connections between Chi- 
cago and its mail order branches at 
Albany, Baltimore, Oakland, St. Paul, 
Denver and Kansas City because of the 
huge volume involved; but on other 
urgent business it used the long dis- 
tance telephone facilities provided by 
the AT&T. And one will notice, also, 
that the new private telephone lines 
duplicate the teletypes to Denver and 
St. Paul. 

“All of this ‘expansion,’ incidentally, 
was rushed through even before the 
question of authority for seizure was 
determined by the federal court... .” 
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Radio-Telephone Rates 
To Trinidad Reduced 
Rates for overseas radio-telephone | 
service from the United States to Trini- 
dad were reduced beginning Febru- 
ary 1, according to a recent announce- | 
ment of the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. Trinidad is the 19th | 
country overseas to which radio-tele- 
phone rates have been reduced under | 
a world-wide plan instituted last year. | 
The amount of the reductions in rates 
to Trinidad range from $2.25 to $5.25. | 
The charges for a three-minute call 
from New York to Trindad, for ex- 
ample, will become $10.50, a reduction 
of $3.75. 
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Radio-Telephone to Link Two 
China Cities With U. S. 
Both Chungking and Kunming, | 
China, are to be directly linked with | 
the United States by radio-telephone, | 
according to a report of January 23. | 
Equipment for the installation is | 
being shipped as part of lend-lease, it 
was stated. It is understood that the 
service will be opened for commercial 
use. (TELEPHONY, January 20, page 31.) | 
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A. H. NICOLL, presi- 
dent, Graybar Electric 
Co. (left), and F. B. 
WRIGHT, director of 
public relations, West- 
ern Electric Co., ex- 
amine a replica of 
the first business 
ledger of the firm, 
Gray & Barton, com- 
mon parent of both 
present-day corpora- 
tions. This document, 
recording business 
transactions of 1869 
and 1870, was pre- 
sented to Graybar by 
Western Electric in 
commemoration of the 
75th anniversary of 
the founding of Gray 
& Barton. 


Philco Increases Storage 
Battery Output in 1944 

During -1944 the industrial storage 
battery industry made an important 
contribution to the war effort and war- 
supporting activities by stepping up its 
production to approximately $70,000,- 
000, an increase of $4,000,000 over the 
previous year, according to a recent 
announcement by M. W. Heinritz, vice 
president in charge of the storage bat- 
tery division of the Philco Corp., Tren- 
ton, N. J. 
of the industry’s outstanding 
accomplishments was in turning out 
sufficient batteries for the stepped up 
landing craft program of the Army 
and Navy for the invasion of Europe 
and the South Pacific. These batteries 
were given priority over almost all 
other types and deliveries were made as 
rapidly as those of associated equip- 
ment and the landing craft program 
thus aided. 


One 
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L. E. Lighton Elected 
Exide Vice President 

Lester E. Lighton, manager of the 
department of development and design, 
Electric Storage Battery Co., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., was recently elected vice 
president in charge of engineering. 

Mr. Lighton brings to his new posi- 
tion a quarter century of experience 
in battery engineering and sales. His 
career with Exide started in 1920 on 
the sales staff of the company’s Detroit 
branch. Later, in 1925, he was pro- 
moted to manager of automotive manu- 
facturers sales, with headquarters in 
Philadelphia. In 1935 he was assigned 


to the department of development and 
design as assistant to the manager, 
and in 1940 became manager of that 
department. 


Mr. Lighton was graduated from 
Bucknell University, class of 1920. He 
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They'll do the job at 
stenciling cost . . 
as the pole. 
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has been an active member of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers, and 
at one time was a member of the SAE 
Standards Committee and chairman of 
the Electrical Equipment Division of 
which he is now a member. At the 
present time he represents the SAE on 
storage batteries in the American 
Standards Association. 

Mr. Lighton is also a member of the 
American Physical Society, Faraday 
Society, the Electrochemical Society, 
and Army Ordnance Association. 
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Bruce Lobdill Joins Chance 
Sales Organization 

Bruce Lobdill, widely-known in pub- 
lic utility circles in many sections of 
the country, recently joined the A. B. 
Chance Co. sales organization to work 
from the company’s Chicago office with 
its veteran salesman, C. L. Clark, a 
district sales manager. 


BRUCE LOBDILL 


Mr. Lobdill’s home is in Decatur, IIl. 
He will contact public utilities through- 
out Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky 
and Michigan. 

He worked for several years in power 
company construction and maintenance 
departments and has spent a number of 
years contacting and selling to utilities. 
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General Cable Wins Fourth "E™ 
The Rome, N. Y., plant of the Gen- 
eral Cable Corp. recently won the 
Army-Navy “E” award for excellence 
in production for the fourth time. With 
the receipt of the award, the Rome 
plant joins the group of plants that 
have kept production at top capacity 
for two years under wartime pressure. 
The award also recognizes the out- 
standing technical contributions which 
the plant has made to the methods of 
manufacturing war products. 
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® To correctly seal transformers and filters it is highly impor- 
tant to select the right terminal for each particular design. 
Relationships between electrical and mechanical requirements, 
space limitations and overall specifications are all important 
in the achievement of good performance — every factor must 
be given careful and detailed consideration. 


Here at ADC, we use many types of terminals for hermetic 
sealing — making a point to use each where best suited. It 
takes a little more effort to produce final designs this way, 
but after all, knowing they're right for the jobs they have to 
do is what counts most with us and with you. 


SEND FOR LATEST CATALOG! 


) Adio Deaclyment Co. 


2833 13th Ave. S., Minneapolis 7, Minn. 





A. E. Sears Resigns 
From lowa Company 

A. E. Sears resigned as manager of 
the Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Co. of 
Adair County, Bridgewater, Iowa, ef- 
fective January 1, and was succeeded 
by Claude Sivadge, who has been with 
the company for three years as book- 
keeper and assistant manager. 

Mr. Sears will remain with the com- 
pany as an officer in an advisory capac- 
ity, but will spend most of his time 
looking after his farming interests and 
other business. 


He has been connected with the tele- 
phone company much of the time since 
he was a boy, helping his father, F. E. 
Sears, who was manager for many 
years, and later as lineman. For about 
40 years he and his father had charge 
of the company. 


Vv 


Poem Tells of Sitka, Alaska, 
Telephone Workers 

Mabel Fay McNulty, a_ telephone 
operator at the Sitka (Alaska) Tele- 
phone Co., recently wrote the following 
poem while working on the night shift. 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TiE CO. 


NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 

















POLES 
B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn .—Western red cedar 


poles. 








entrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar "Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 











International Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow ne Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and kana, Texas. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White— Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Pensacola Creosoting Company, Pen- 
sacola, Fla. — Creosot uthern Pine 
Poles of Superior Leng Leaf Quality. 














Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
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It is the telephone crew in far-off Sitka 
to which Miss McNulty pays homage: 


“OUR GANG" 


I’m here to tell a story, 

Can’t tell how long I’ll stay. 
It’s about the Sitka Telephone 
And all its workers gay. 


First, I’ll handle the office, 

Twenty American Street. 

A lot of buildings surround the place 
For scenery, it can’t be beat! 


The owner, herself, is really swell, 
Never a finer boss. 

If she should ever leave us, 

T’would surely be a loss. 


Now for Ed and Tommy— 

They’re the outside workers—see? 
Rain or shine, they’re on the job. 
Climbing a pole or tree. 


Then, of course, there’s Herman, 
A trusting janitor, he. 

Does his work in a hurry, 

And leaves as we all see. 


Now for the operators of the board: 
There’re just exactly five, 

With all the rough, Alaskan talk 
Don’t see how they survive. 


As I said before, I’m not quite sure 
Just how long I will stay. 

Now my little rhyme is done, 

I’ll just be on my way. 


Vv 


Two Former Lincoln T&T 
Employes Promoted to Major 

B. I. Noble and James D. Crabill, 
two former employes of the Lincoln 
(Neb.) Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
have been promoted to the rank of 
major, it was reported recently. 

Major Noble is handling communi- 
cation centers for the 12th Army Group 
in France and Major Crabill is with a 
combat training battalion at Fort 
Francis E. Warren in Wyoming. 

William Christensen, formerly of the 
Lincoln business office, is now a lieu- 
tenant commander in the Navy and is 
stationed at Pensacola, Fla., in pilot 
flying work. 

Vv 


Discontinue Telephone Number 
For Sleep's Sake 

According to the Chicago Sun’s Col- 
umnist Dale Harrison, a recent item 
about telephone number Zion-666 re- 
minded a reader of what happened to 
a friend of his. 

When the friend moved into his new 
apartment he was assigned the tele- 
phone number Mohawk 3700. He won- 
dered why he should get such a good 
number, inasmuch as double-cipher 
numbers usually are reserved for busi- 
ness firms. 

He soon found out. 


Several times during each night and 
more frequently on Saturday nights, 
he was awakened from a sound sleep 





by telephone calls from slightly inebyj. 
ated individuals who, due to their gop. 
ditions, had difficulty in dialing Mone 
3700, getting Mohawk 3700 instead 
Monroe 3700 is the Checker Taxi (Co, 
Eventually he had his number changed, 
and now sleeps nights. 

Later the number was assigned to 
another person who had the same ey. 
perience. The telephone company has 
now discontinued Mohawk 3700. 





Cedar Poles 
MACGILLIS & GIBBS COMPANY 


Wells Bidge., Milwaukee 2, Wi 
* + 
Northern White and Western Red 


Cedar Poles—Plain or Butt-Treated 








ATLANTIC 
Creosotiag Co., inc., 17 Battery Pi., M. Y. Cc. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Condalt 


PLANTS AND orriegs: 
jew Orieans, La. Jackson, Ten Bestea, 7. 
Winnfeta, la. Loulsviile, Mics. New York, 
Nerfelk, Va. pavgncan, Ga. Pailadeiphie. ‘a 
Annapots, Md. Chieage. ! 








Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanica! 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH, BOGGS and CO. 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND. 











SLOAN & COOK 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals—Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 








NEW OAK CABINETS, ALL SIZES 
AND TYPES, TELL US YOUR 
REQUIREMENTS 


TELEPHONE CABINET CO. 


MAKERS OF TEL-PAX CABINETS 
633 PROSPECT KANSAS CITY 1, MO. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 


TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 
Specialists in Appraisals, Bate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 

3324 Bankers Bidg., Chicago 
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Classified Section 


Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 
Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 





HELP WANTED 


WANTED: Party to operate and do 
line work. Furnish own conveyance— 
for line work. Living quarters are fur- 
nished. We have 144 subscribers. Sub- 
mit bid at so much per subscriber by 
March 1, 1945. Mail bids to the Ke- 
gonsa Telephone Co., c/o O. A. Hougan, 
Sec’y & Treas., RFD No. 1, Stoughton, 
Wis. 


exchange Eastern United States. 2,500 
stations. Must be qualified to maintain 
common battery switchboard, Combi- 
nation duties. Good salary and perma- 
nent position. Write Box No. 2136, c/o 
TELEPHONY. 


WANTED: By telephone company 


WANTED: Manager for telephone | 





in Middle West, experienced repairmen | 


and linemen. Good salary for men who 
can qualify. Furnish full details of 
experience, draft status, 


etc. State | 


| 


| 


ment of availability required. Write | 


Box No. 2126, c/o TELEPHONY. 


WANTED: Telephone Accountant— | 


qualified to supervise all phases of tele- 
phone accounting for Class A com- 
panies. Give full information as to age, 
experience, draft status, etc. Attach 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Telephone Exchange in 
Central New York. 225 subscribers 
with receipts of $10,000 per year. 
Write Charles M. Jones, Berkshire, 
N. Y. 


FOR SALE: Small telephone plant 
in Northern Montana. Will sell either 
as going concern or salvage basis for 
$1,200. 
pair cable; 90 feet, 100 pair cable; 20 
miles wire, 15 Western Electric tele- 
phones. Write C. A. Callan, Sunburst 
State Bank, Shelby, Mont. 


FOR SALE: Type 25 Strowger 
P.A.X. Complete. Ultimate Capacity— 
5 Trunks, 50 Lines. May be seen in 
operation. Available June, 1945. Write 


Carbon Telephone Co., Lansford, Pa. 





WANTED TO BUY 
WANTED TO BUY FOR CASH: 
Used Receivers, Transmitters, Ringers, 
Generators, Coils, Short lever type 
switch-hooks, Western, Kellogg or 





small photograph. Write Telephone | Stromberg. Write Independent Telo. 
Services, Inc., 16th Floor, Lincoln | Repair Co., 1432 W. 15th St., Chicago 
Tower, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 8, Ill. 

RECONDITIONED 


for Monophones 





D-5155-A Induction Coil Type 


A.E. CO. RECEIVER UNITS 
NO RATING REQUIRED 





D.C. TYPE CAN BE SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 
NEW SHELLS, CAPS AND CORDS 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


COLUMBUS 6, 


D.C. Type for Standard Desk 
and Wall Telephones 


OHIO 
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Includes board, 1,000 feet, 50 | 


Farm Subscribers Receive 
Explanatory Booklet 

The Bell System recently distributed 
to farm telephone subscribers an at- 
tractive 10-page booklet, entitled Plans 
to Extend and Improve Farm Tele- 
phone Service. 


The booklet explains the rural tele- 
phone situation today and describes the 
plan of the industry to extend and ex- 
pand farm service. It also explains 
many new improvements which will be 
made in the facilities and the service 
in rural areas. 

The pamphlet is attractively pre- 
pared and gives the farmer a detailed 
explanation of the industry’s interest 
in serving him. 


Vv 


| Twin Sons of Operator 


| of 


Complete Pre-Flight Training 
Recent graduation on the same day 

Peter (Pete) M. and Charles 
(Chuck) J. Smith from the pre-flight 
school of the United States Army Air 
Forces, Lowry Field, Colo., may be of 
special interest to many telephone 
people who know the twin sons of Mrs. 
M. F. Smith, chief operator of the ex- 
change at Dutton, Ontario, Canada. 

A few years ago they saved the life 


| of a drowning Dutton child. The twins 


| hockey. 


| ply 


excelled in amateur sports, particularly 
A National Hockey League 
scout of the Detroit Red Wings looked 
them over and they were given a try- 
out at that team’s training camp over 
a year ago. 


Vv 


Returns Home from Hospital 

MuRRAY W. REDMOND, Chicago sup- 
manager, Stromberg-Carlson Co., 
has returned to his home at 634 Hin- 
man Ave., Evanston, after spending 
several weeks in the St. Francis Hos- 
pital, to recuperate from a_ recent 
illness. 


VV 
Killed in Action 


WAYNE T. MESHIER, son of CHARLES 
B. MESHIER, area manager at Tecum- 


| seh, Neb., for the Lincoln Telephone & 
| Telegraph Co., was killed in action in 





France on January 6. He was with an 
infantry regiment. A brother, CHARLES 
W., is a naval officer. 


Vv 


Becomes Chief Operator 

Miss VERA BROCK, toll supervisor for 
the Wabash Telephone Co., Blooming- 
ton, Ill., for 17 years, recently accepted 
the position as chief operator for the 
Union Telephone Co., Owosso, Mich. 
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QUALITY, 


CAREFUL SELECTION. Koppers 
poles come from straight, strong 
trees, checked to rigid quality 
standards. 


COMPLETE FACILITIES. Skilled 
workmen use modern machines 
to smooth poles and frame to your 
specifications. 


PRESSURE TREATMENT. In great 
cylinders, creosote is forced under 
pressure deeply into the wood. 


FULL INFORMATION. Ask for book- 


let G-15—gives full information on 
treatments and specifications. 


KOPPERS CO., INC. 


WOOD PRESERVING DIVISION 


Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 


THE INDUSTRY THAT SERVES ALL INDUSTRY 
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